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Readers have learned to expect the unexpected from Peter F. Hamilton. Now the
master of space opera focuses on near-future Earth and one most unusual family.
The result is a coming-of-age tale like no other. By turns comic, erotic, and
tragic, Misspent Youth is a profound and timely exploration of all that divides
and unites fathers and sons, men and women, the young and the old.

2040. After decades of concentrated research and experimentation in the field of
genetic engineering, scientists of the European Union believe they have at last
conquered humankind’s most pernicious foe: old age. For the first time,
technology holds out the promise of not merely slowing the aging process but
actually reversing it. The ancient dream of the Fountain of Youth seems at hand.

The first subject for treatment is seventy-eight-year-old philanthropist Jeff Baker.
After eighteen months in a rejuvenation tank, Jeff emerges looking like a twenty-
year-old. And the change is more than skin deep. From his hair cells down to his
DNA, Jeff is twenty–with a breadth of life experience.

But while possessing the wisdom of a septuagenarian at age twenty is one thing,
raging testosterone is another, as Jeff discovers when he attempts to pick up his
life where he left off. Suddenly his oldest friends seem, well, old. Jeff’s trophy
wife looks better than she ever did. His teenage son, Tim, is more like a younger
brother. And Tim’s nubile girlfriend is a conquest too tempting to resist.

Jeff’s rejuvenated libido wreaks havoc on the lives of his friends and family,
straining his relationship with Tim to the breaking point. It’s as if youth is a drug
and Jeff is wasted on it. But if so, it’s an addiction he has no interest in kicking.

As Jeff’s personal life spirals out of control, the European Union undergoes a
parallel meltdown, attacked by shadowy separatist groups whose violent actions
earn both condemnation and applause. Now, in one terrifying instant, the
personal and the political will intersect, and neither Jeff nor Tim–or the Union
itself–will ever be the same again.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
British space opera author Hamilton (The Dreaming Void) isn't quite up to his usual standards in this
cautionary tale about tinkering with the human body. Several decades in the future, life has been
revolutionized by the datasphere, the Internet's successor, made possible by the memory crystal. Its inventor,
Jeff Baker, has been universally lionized following his altruistic refusal to patent the design. Baker, now 77,
is selected by the Eurohealth Council as the guinea pig for a new biotechnology that replaces his aged genes,
giving him the body of a 20-year-old. Unfortunately, the goal of the experiment—to have Baker's genius
applied to energy conservation—is derailed by his raging hormones, which lead him to hit on every attractive
woman in sight, including his teenage son's girlfriend. The predictable ensuing scenes of passion and parent-
child conflict are not particularly interesting, and the unconvincing sentimental ending likewise disappoints.
(Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Praise for Peter F. Hamilton

Misspent Youth

“[A] genuinely superb novel by any standards . . . Not to be missed.”
–Starburst

The Dreaming Void

“Peter F. Hamilton [is the] owner of the most powerful imagination in science fiction.”
–Ken Follett, author The Pillars of the Earth

Judas Unchained

“For flat-out huge wide-screen all-engines-at-full I-dare-you-not-to-believe-it space opera, there is no one
quite like Peter F. Hamilton.”
–Richard K. Morgan, author of Altered Carbon and Thirteen

Pandora’s Star

“Should be high on everyone’s reading list . . . You won’t be able to put it down.”
–Nancy Pearl, National Public Radio

“Imaginative and stunning . . . a book of epic proportions not unlike Frank Herbert’s Dune or Isaac Asimov’s
Foundation trilogy.”
–SFRevu

From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author



Peter F. Hamilton is the author of numerous short stories and novels, including The Dreaming Void, Judas
Unchained, Pandora’s Star, Fallen Dragon, and the acclaimed epic Night’s Dawn trilogy (The Reality
Dysfunction, The Neutronium Alchemist, and The Naked God). Hamilton lives in England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Misspent Youth (The Commonwealth Saga). Try to make book
Misspent Youth (The Commonwealth Saga) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we
should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Heather Robertson:

The book Misspent Youth (The Commonwealth Saga) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Misspent Youth
(The Commonwealth Saga)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Misspent Youth (The Commonwealth Saga) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Walter Blankenship:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Misspent Youth (The Commonwealth Saga) book is readable simply by you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with
Misspent Youth (The Commonwealth Saga) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you
even now thinking Misspent Youth (The Commonwealth Saga) is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Emily Ferrell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Misspent Youth (The
Commonwealth Saga) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the



great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science book,
any other book likes Misspent Youth (The Commonwealth Saga) to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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