
Russia under the Old Regime: Second
Edition (Penguin History)

By Richard Pipes

Russia under the Old Regime: Second Edition (Penguin History) By Richard
Pipes

“For anyone who wants an insight into the nature of Russian society before the
revolution, there is no doubt that Professor Pipes has written the book.”—Lionel
Kochan, Jewish Chronicle

This highly acclaimed study from Richard Pipes analyzes the evolution of the
Russian state from the ninth century to the 1880s and its unique role in managing
Russian society. The harsh geographical conditions and sheer size of the country
prevented the creation of participatory government, and a “patrimonial” state
emerged in which Russia was transformed into a gigantic royal domain. Richard
Pipes traces these developments and goes on to analyze the political behavior of
the principal social groupings—peasantry, nobility, middle-class, and
clergy—and their failure to stand up to the increasing absolutism of the tsar. In
order to strengthen his powers, legal and institutional bases were set up that led
to the creation of a bureaucratic police state under the Communists.

“A brilliant and provocative analysis . . . learned, judicious, witty and full of
common sense.”—John Keep, The Times Literary Supplement

“A lively, profound, often extremely subtle account of the making of the Russian
state . . . For the serious student it is required reading which is also a delight. For
the general reader with a minimal knowledge of Russian history and puzzled as
to what makes the Russians tick, it lights up the whole field.”—Edward
Crankshaw, The Observer

“An excellent introduction, painstaking and enjoyable.”—The New York Review
of Books

“Pipes has produced a masterly interpretative history of tsarist Russa.”—Choice
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
14 1.5-hour cassettes

About the Author
Richard Pipes is a historian of Russia, and since 1990, has been Baird Emeritus Professor of History at
Harvard University. His other books include The Russian Revolution and Russia under the Bolshevik
Regime.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shari Yung:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Russia
under the Old Regime: Second Edition (Penguin History)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mary Thomas:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Russia under the Old Regime: Second Edition (Penguin History) your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get just before. The Russia under the Old Regime: Second Edition (Penguin History)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Irene Carpenter:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Russia under the Old Regime: Second Edition
(Penguin History) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?



Belinda Bridges:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Russia under the Old Regime: Second Edition (Penguin History) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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