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When The Birth of Fascist Ideology was first published in 1989 in France and in
1993 in Italy, it aroused a storm of response, both positive and negative. In
Sternhell's view, fascism was much more than an episode in the history of Italy.
He argues here that it possessed a coherent ideology with deep roots in European
civilization. Long before fascism became a political force, he maintains, it was a
major cultural phenomenon.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[This book] deserves to be read and, whatever one's reservations, to be considered seriously...[It] rectifies
the stereotyped and narrowly derogatory image of a movement that was as representative and influential as
its more acceptable contemporaries, and more original than many."--Eugen Weber, The New York Times
Book Review

"[This] work obliges us to ground any study of fascism in the particular moment toward the end of the
nineteenth century when politics expanded dizzily from a gentleman's hobby to a matter of mass opinion and
votes. [Sternhell] shows irrefutably that fascist doctrine had complex cultural origins, drawing not only from
conservative efforts to adapt to the novel requirements of mass politics,...but also from dissent within the left
against the materialism, positivism, and reformism that mainstream Marxism shared with social democracy
in the 1890s."--Robert O. Paxton, The New York Review of Books

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Back Cover
When The Birth of Fascist Ideology was first published in 1989 in France and at the beginning of 1993 in
Italy, it aroused a storm of response, positive and negative, to Zeev Sternhell's controversial interpretations.
In Sternhell's view, fascism was much more than an episode in the history of Italy. He argues here that it
possessed a coherent ideology with deep roots in European civilization. Long before fascism became a
political force, he maintains, it was a major cultural phenomenon. This important book further asserts that
although fascist ideology was grounded in a revolt against the Enlightenment, it was not a reactionary
movement. It represented, instead, an ideological alternative to Marxism and liberalism and competed
effectively with them by positing a revolt against modernity. Sternhell argues that the conceptual framework
of fascism played an important role in its development. Building on radical nationalism and an
"antimaterialist" revision of Marxism, fascism sought to destroy the existing political order and to uproot its
theoretical and moral foundations. At the same time, its proponents wished to preserve all the achievements
of modern technology and the advantages of the market economy. Nevertheless, fascism opposed every
"bourgeois" value: universalism, humanism, progress, natural rights, and equality. Thus, as Sternhell shows,
the fascists adopted the economic aspect of liberalism but completely denied its philosophical principles and
the intellectual and moral heritage of modernity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Henson:

Here thing why that The Birth of Fascist Ideology are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food
or not. The Birth of Fascist Ideology giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Birth of Fascist Ideology. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is



might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of The Birth of Fascist Ideology in e-book can be your alternative.

Willie Collier:

The event that you get from The Birth of Fascist Ideology will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but The Birth of Fascist Ideology giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this kind of The Birth of Fascist Ideology instantly.

Lorraine Prinz:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Birth of Fascist Ideology, you may
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Iris Wright:

This The Birth of Fascist Ideology is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this The Birth of Fascist Ideology can be the light food for you
because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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