
The Outsider

By Albert Camus

The Outsider By Albert Camus

'My mother died today. Or maybe yesterday, I don't know.' In The Outsider
(1942), his classic existentialist novel, Camus explores the alienation of an
individual who refuses to conform to social norms. Meursault, his anti-hero, will
not lie. When his mother dies, he refuses to show his emotions simply to satisfy
the expectations of others. And when he commits a random act of violence on a
sun-drenched beach near Algiers, his lack of remorse compounds his guilt in the
eyes of society and the law. Yet he is as much a victim as a criminal. Albert
Camus' portrayal of a man confronting the absurd, and revolting against the
injustice of society, depicts the paradox of man's joy in life when faced with the
'tender indifference' of the world. Sandra Smith's translation, based on close
listening to a recording of Camus reading his work aloud on French radio in
1954, sensitively renders the subtleties and dream-like atmosphere of L'Étranger.
Albert Camus (1913-1960), French novelist, essayist and playwright, is one of
the most influential thinkers of the 20th century. His most famous works include
The Myth of Sisyphus (1942), The Plague (1947), The Just (1949), The Rebel
(1951) and The Fall (1956). He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1957, and his last novel, The First Man, unfinished at the time of his death,
appeared in print for the first time in 1994, and was published in English soon
after by Hamish Hamilton. Sandra Smith was born and raised in New York City
and is a Fellow of Robinson College, University of Cambridge, where she
teaches French Literature and Language. She has won the French American
Foundation Florence Gould Foundation Translation Prize, as well as the PEN
Book-of-the-Month Club Translation Prize.
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'My mother died today. Or maybe yesterday, I don't know.' In The Outsider (1942), his classic existentialist
novel, Camus explores the alienation of an individual who refuses to conform to social norms. Meursault, his
anti-hero, will not lie. When his mother dies, he refuses to show his emotions simply to satisfy the
expectations of others. And when he commits a random act of violence on a sun-drenched beach near
Algiers, his lack of remorse compounds his guilt in the eyes of society and the law. Yet he is as much a
victim as a criminal. Albert Camus' portrayal of a man confronting the absurd, and revolting against the
injustice of society, depicts the paradox of man's joy in life when faced with the 'tender indifference' of the
world. Sandra Smith's translation, based on close listening to a recording of Camus reading his work aloud
on French radio in 1954, sensitively renders the subtleties and dream-like atmosphere of L'Étranger. Albert
Camus (1913-1960), French novelist, essayist and playwright, is one of the most influential thinkers of the
20th century. His most famous works include The Myth of Sisyphus (1942), The Plague (1947), The Just
(1949), The Rebel (1951) and The Fall (1956). He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1957, and
his last novel, The First Man, unfinished at the time of his death, appeared in print for the first time in 1994,
and was published in English soon after by Hamish Hamilton. Sandra Smith was born and raised in New
York City and is a Fellow of Robinson College, University of Cambridge, where she teaches French
Literature and Language. She has won the French American Foundation Florence Gould Foundation
Translation Prize, as well as the PEN Book-of-the-Month Club Translation Prize.
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Editorial Review

Review
Smith's new version ... treats Camus' text with respect, directness and an unexpected delicateness. She
reveals, and permits, an original edgy strangeness in the prose itself; she treats it sensually, listening to
Camus' original sentence structures and lengths, and to the rhythmic fall of his prose -- Ali Smith The Times

About the Author
Albert Camus (1913-1960), French novelist, essayist and playwright, is one of the most influential thinkers
of the 20th century. His most famous works include The Myth of Sisyphus (1942), The Plague (1947), The
Just (1949), The Rebel (1951) and The Fall (1956). He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1957,
and his last novel, The First Man, unfinished at the time of his death, appeared in print for the first time in
1994, and was published in English soon after by Hamish Hamilton. Sandra Smith was born and raised in
New York City and is a Fellow of Robinson College, University of Cambridge, where she teaches French
Literature and Language. She has won the French American Foundation Florence Gould Foundation
Translation Prize, as well as the PEN Book-of-the-Month Club Translation Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Outsider. Try to make book The Outsider as
your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a
lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Margie Sutton:

The book The Outsider make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make studying a book The Outsider to get your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a book The Outsider. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dorothy Bernstein:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing



video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book The Outsider it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Arthur Seaton:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is called of book The Outsider. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book,
it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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