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In this important work of historical restoration, Amos Elon shows how a
persecuted clan of cattle dealers and wandering peddlers was transformed into a
stunningly successful community of writers, philosophers, scientists, tycoons,
and activists. In engaging, brilliantly etched portraits of Moses Mendelssohn,
Heinrich Heine, Karl Marx, Hannah Arendt, and many others, Elon traces how a
small minority came to be perceived as a deadly threat
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Editorial Review

Review

“Brilliant, far-reaching, passionate. . .sweeping and marvelously detailed. . .finely, intimately, movingly
drawn. . . a book for the ages.” ?The New York Times

“[Elon] is a master of the telling anecdote. . ..One should be grateful for what Elon has done.” ?Los Angeles
Times

“A work packed with beautifully sketched portraits, and constructed with a practiced eye for memorable,
well-executed anecdotes.” ?The New York Times Book Review

“Impressive. . .Could hardly be improved upon.” ?The New York Review of Books

“If there is one book Americans should read this winter, it is Amos Elon's The Pity of It All--a meticulous
and wrenching history of a people in a place at a moment in time that bears urgently upon our own.” ?Joan
Didion, author of Political Fictions

About the Author

Amos Elon is the author of eight widely praised books including Founder: A Portrait of the First
Rothschild, and the New York Times bestseller Israelis: Founders and Sons. He was a frequent contributor to
The New York Times Magazine and The New York Review of Books. He passed away in 2009.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
From The Pity of It All:

Barely twenty-four years old, Heinrich Heine arrived in Berlin in the summer of 1821 to study law at the
university and attend Hegel's seminar on aesthetics. Slight, pale, with dreamy blue eyes and long, wavy
blond hair, he was an enormously gifted writer, widely known for the lyricism of his poetry and the scathing
wit of his prose. No other author has ever been so German and so Jewish or so ambivalent and ironic about
being both; Heine would leave an indelible mark on German culture. During these university days, he wore
velvet jackets, dandyish Byronic collars, and a fashionable wide-rimmed felt hat known as a Bolivar. Older
by two or three years than most of his peers, he was allergic to the alcohol, nicotine, and "patriotic" politics
they indulged in so boisterously. His distaste for alcohol persisted; he is said to have claimed that the Jewish
contribution to the new German patriotism was "the small glass" of beer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-
1933. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is



important any book The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Kim Gray:

This The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 without we
know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 can bring if you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
phone. This The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kelsey Palermo:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933.

Donald Warren:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch, 1743-1933 provide you with new experience in
reading through a book.
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