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This edition of Thierry Groensteen's The System of Comics makes available in
English a groundbreaking work on comics by one of the medium's foremost
scholars. In this book, originally published in France in 1999, Groensteen
explains clearly the subtle, complex workings of the medium and its unique way
of combining visual, verbal, spatial, and chronological expressions. The author
explores the nineteenth-century pioneer Rodolphe T?pffer, contemporary
Japanese creators, George Herriman's Krazy Kat, and modern American
autobiographical comics.

The System of Comics uses examples from a wide variety of countries including
the United States, England, Japan, France, and Argentina. It describes and
analyzes the properties and functions of speech and thought balloons, panels,
strips, and pages to examine methodically and insightfully the medium's
fundamental processes.

From this, Groensteen develops his own coherent, overarching theory of comics,
a "system" that both builds on existing studies of the "word and image" paradigm
and adds innovative approaches of his own. Examining both meaning and
appreciation, the book provides a wealth of ideas that will challenge the way
scholars approach the study of comics. By emphasizing not simply "storytelling
techniques" but also the qualities of the printed page and the reader's
engagement, the book's approach is broadly applicable to all forms of
interpreting this evolving art.
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This edition of Thierry Groensteen's The System of Comics makes available in English a groundbreaking
work on comics by one of the medium's foremost scholars. In this book, originally published in France in
1999, Groensteen explains clearly the subtle, complex workings of the medium and its unique way of
combining visual, verbal, spatial, and chronological expressions. The author explores the nineteenth-century
pioneer Rodolphe T?pffer, contemporary Japanese creators, George Herriman's Krazy Kat, and modern
American autobiographical comics.

The System of Comics uses examples from a wide variety of countries including the United States, England,
Japan, France, and Argentina. It describes and analyzes the properties and functions of speech and thought
balloons, panels, strips, and pages to examine methodically and insightfully the medium's fundamental
processes.

From this, Groensteen develops his own coherent, overarching theory of comics, a "system" that both builds
on existing studies of the "word and image" paradigm and adds innovative approaches of his own.
Examining both meaning and appreciation, the book provides a wealth of ideas that will challenge the way
scholars approach the study of comics. By emphasizing not simply "storytelling techniques" but also the
qualities of the printed page and the reader's engagement, the book's approach is broadly applicable to all
forms of interpreting this evolving art.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
This authoritative exploration of how the comics achieve meaning, form, and function

--- Provides first English-language edition of a groundbreaking study of comics

--- Includes a new introduction by the translators that puts Groensteen’s work in critical and historical
context

--- Provides English-language scholars with Groensteen’s revolutionary examination of how the mechanics
of the comics create meaning

From the Inside Flap
An authoritative exploration of how the comics achieve meaning, form, and function

About the Author

Thierry Groensteen is a comics scholar and translator in Brussels, Belgium. He is the author of La bande
dessin?e: Une litt?rature graphique and La construction de la cage, among other books.

Bart Beaty is associate professor of communication and culture at the University of Calgary.

Nick Nguyen is an archivist at Library and Archives Canada, in Ottawa, Ontario.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

Here thing why this kind of The System of Comics are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The
System of Comics giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no book that similar with The System of Comics. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you
are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The System of Comics in e-book can be
your alternative.



Donald Calderon:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time
to be read. The System of Comics can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who
have those short time problems.

Vincenza Nagel:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The System of Comics was vibrant and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book The System of Comics has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Carey Gilliam:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book The System of Comics. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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