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"The spell of Alaska," Ella Higginson wrote in 1908, "falls upon every lover of
beauty who has voyaged along those far northern snow-pearled shores...or who
has drifted down the mighty rivers of the interior which flow, bell-toned and
lonely, to the sea....No writer has ever described Alaska; no one writer ever will;
but each must do his share, according to the spell that the country casts upon
him."
In A Republic of Rivers, John Murray offers the first comprehensive anthology of
nature writing in Alaska and the Yukon, ranging from 1741 to the present. Many
of the writers found here are major figures--John Muir, Jack London, Annie
Dillard, Barry Lopez, and Edward Abbey--but we also discover the voices of
missionaries, explorers, mountain-climbers, Native Americans, miners, scientists,
backpackers, and fishermen, each trying to capture something of the beauty of
this still pristine land, to render in their own words the spell that the country casts
upon them. The range of viewpoints is remarkable. With Annie Dillard we look
out at ice floes near the remote Barter Island and see "what newborn babies must
see: nothing but senseless variations of light on the retinas." With Frederick Litke
we mourn the senseless slaughter of sea mammals. We join scientist Adolph
Murie, the father of wolf ecology, as he probes the daily life of an East Fork wolf
pack. And we listen as Tlingit Indian Johnny Jack relates the difficulty of
maintaining a dignified life close to nature at a time of cultural upheaval for his
people. Most of these selections have never appeared in any anthology and some
entries--particularly those written by early American and Russian explorers--have
never been available to general readers.
There is laughter here and there is sorrow, but finally there is communion and
liberation as generation after generation encounter the unsurpassed beauty and
wildness of the Arctic. Taken together, these forty-nine men and women provide
a unique portrait of America's final frontier.
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"The spell of Alaska," Ella Higginson wrote in 1908, "falls upon every lover of beauty who has voyaged
along those far northern snow-pearled shores...or who has drifted down the mighty rivers of the interior
which flow, bell-toned and lonely, to the sea....No writer has ever described Alaska; no one writer ever will;
but each must do his share, according to the spell that the country casts upon him."
In A Republic of Rivers, John Murray offers the first comprehensive anthology of nature writing in Alaska
and the Yukon, ranging from 1741 to the present. Many of the writers found here are major figures--John
Muir, Jack London, Annie Dillard, Barry Lopez, and Edward Abbey--but we also discover the voices of
missionaries, explorers, mountain-climbers, Native Americans, miners, scientists, backpackers, and
fishermen, each trying to capture something of the beauty of this still pristine land, to render in their own
words the spell that the country casts upon them. The range of viewpoints is remarkable. With Annie Dillard
we look out at ice floes near the remote Barter Island and see "what newborn babies must see: nothing but
senseless variations of light on the retinas." With Frederick Litke we mourn the senseless slaughter of sea
mammals. We join scientist Adolph Murie, the father of wolf ecology, as he probes the daily life of an East
Fork wolf pack. And we listen as Tlingit Indian Johnny Jack relates the difficulty of maintaining a dignified
life close to nature at a time of cultural upheaval for his people. Most of these selections have never appeared
in any anthology and some entries--particularly those written by early American and Russian explorers--have
never been available to general readers.
There is laughter here and there is sorrow, but finally there is communion and liberation as generation after
generation encounter the unsurpassed beauty and wildness of the Arctic. Taken together, these forty-nine
men and women provide a unique portrait of America's final frontier.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Murray has produced an exceptional compendium of nature writing about Alaska, a total of 48 selections. It
is arranged in chronological order from 1741 to 1989 and includes such well-known authors as John Muir,
Jack London, and Barry Lopez. The writing encompasses geographical descriptions and animal accounts, as
well as human encounters with the environment and themselves. This remarkable collection of stories will be
a good purchase for public libraries with a need for a collection of stories about this region.
- Mary J. Nickum, Fish and Wildlife Reference Svc., Bethesda, Md.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"By the end of the book you are convinced that no matter how grand the scenery, how spectacular the views,
the people who explore, who climb Mount Denali, or live by themselves during the Alaskan winters and then
write about it, are no less spectacular."--The Christian Science Monitor

"Here, for the first time, is a collection of writings about Alaska from diverse viewpoints and
times....Murray's introduction provides a strong structure."--Booklist

From the Back Cover
There is laughter here and there is sorrow, but finally there is communion and liberation as generation after
generation encounter the unsurpassed beauty and wildness of the Arctic.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Joiner:

This A Republic of Rivers: Three Centuries of Nature Writing from Alaska and the Yukon book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of A Republic of Rivers: Three Centuries of Nature Writing
from Alaska and the Yukon without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A Republic of Rivers: Three Centuries of Nature Writing
from Alaska and the Yukon can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A Republic of Rivers: Three
Centuries of Nature Writing from Alaska and the Yukon having great arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Catherine Acevedo:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on



what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The A
Republic of Rivers: Three Centuries of Nature Writing from Alaska and the Yukon is kind of e-book which
is giving the reader erratic experience.

Robin Castillo:

Typically the book A Republic of Rivers: Three Centuries of Nature Writing from Alaska and the Yukon has
a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Sena Meyer:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying A Republic of Rivers: Three
Centuries of Nature Writing from Alaska and the Yukon that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So
, for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick A Republic of Rivers: Three
Centuries of Nature Writing from Alaska and the Yukon become your personal starter.
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