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Welcome back to the brash, brutal new world of the twenty-fifth century: where
global politics isn’t just for planet Earth anymore; and where death is just a
break in the action, thanks to the techno-miracle that can preserve human
consciousness and download it into one new body after another.

Cynical, quick-on-the-trigger Takeshi Kovacs, the ex-U.N. envoy turned private
eye, has changed careers, and bodies, once more . . . trading sleuthing for
soldiering as a warrior-for-hire, and helping a far-flung planet’s government put
down a bloody revolution.

But when it comes to taking sides, the only one Kovacs is ever really on is his
own. So when a rogue pilot and a sleazy corporate fat cat offer him a lucrative
role in a treacherous treasure hunt, he’s only too happy to go AWOL with a band
of resurrected soldiers of fortune. All that stands between them and the ancient
alien spacecraft they mean to salvage are a massacred city bathed in deadly
radiation, unleashed nanotechnolgy with a million ways to kill, and whatever
surprises the highly advanced Martian race may have in store. But armed with his
genetically engineered instincts, and his trusty twin Kalashnikovs, Takeshi is
ready to take on anything—and let the devil take whoever’s left behind.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Critics have compared Richard Morgan's first novel, Altered Carbon, to the classic hardboiled fiction of
Raymond Chandler. The comparison doesn't accurately describe Morgan's second novel, Broken Angels.
Morgan's prose never approaches Chandler's metaphoric excess, and Morgan's antihero, Takeshi Kovacs,
doesn't wisecrack nearly as often as Chandler's hero, Philip Marlowe. Also, Kovacs's far-future universe is
considerably darker than Marlowe's noir world. In Kovacs's universe, high-tech implants called "stacks"
record memory and personality; this means soldiers can be sent to their deaths, have their stacks implanted in
new bodies, and be sent to their deaths again, and again, and again. Generals needn't quibble about wasting
lives in massacres or nuclear explosions. The slaughtered soldiers will soon be back in action--unless their
stacks aren't recovered. Then their consciousness will go mad, isolated in an indestructible, inescapable
virtual reality. The proper term for the Takeshi Kovacs novels isn't "hardboiled." It's "brutal."

The Martians disappeared long ago, but they left behind their star gates, which have allowed humanity to
spread across the galaxy--and bring warfare to the stars. As Broken Angels opens, Takeshi Kovacs is a
lieutenant in humankind's most feared mercenary company, but rumors of an astonishing archaelogical
discovery inspire his desertion. Humans have never found a Martian starship until, perhaps, now. If the
rumors are true, and the ruthless Kovacs can take possession of the unprecedented relic, he will make his
fortune. But if he fails in his quest, he may find himself imprisoned in high-tech hell for eternity. --Cynthia
Ward

From Publishers Weekly
Despite its slick formulaic structure, Morgan's SF–hardboiled hybrid, the sequel to the well-received Altered
Carbon, bursts with energy and intelligence. Protagonist Takeshi Kovacs is the product of a brutal future in
which corporations and politicians fight for supremacy. Humanity has spread to the stars by deciphering
charts left behind by the long-extinct Martians. Since people haven't discovered how the Martians surpassed
the speed of light, however, they usually travel through space by broadcasting their digitalized personalities
from one planet to another and having them installed in new bodies, a technique that gives virtual
immortality to the most unscrupulous individuals. One such is Kovacs, a young sociopath whom the
interstellar government transformed into a super warrior before he went freelance. Kovacs resembles a
smarter and deadlier Mike Hammer; part of the pleasure is watching him not only use his skills and
conditioning but also struggle past his limitations to develop empathy for other humans. The few people
Kovacs gets close to are the team that accompanies him on an expedition to claim the ultimate Martian
relic—a functioning FTL starship. Morgan is good at presenting Kovacs's mastery of high-tech weapons and
other gadgets, as well as his reactions to disturbing alien artifacts. The mystery aspect of the story is also
well handled, always hovering in the background of the violent action as Kovacs gathers clues. It all adds up
to a superior, satisfying cyberpunk noir adventure.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Thirty years after the events of Altered Carbon [BKL F 15 03], Takeshi Kovacs is serving as a mercenary in
a messy, Protectorate-sponsored war. Gambling on a long shot, he joins a covert team aiming to claim the
most important archaeological find since the Martian star maps. Of course, there are complications,
beginning with funding and extending to corporate betrayal, which make actually getting to the site rather
difficult. When the team gets to it--a Martian ship poisonous with radioactive fallout from a city destroyed

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


during the war--they have only one working beacon with which to stake the claim. Once aboard, they
discover that an ancient battle between the Martians and some unknown enemy is still playing out in empty
space. Kovacs gets the team out with some fast action, though, and they have only to explain what happened,
which is more difficult than it sounds, because they have obtained an entirely new slant on Martian
civilization. A lively follow-up to an energetic debut, with a still refreshingly cynical hero. Regina Schroeder
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Lalonde:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Broken Angels (Takeshi Kovacs Novels
Book 2) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Cathrine Hart:

The ability that you get from Broken Angels (Takeshi Kovacs Novels Book 2) could be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but Broken Angels (Takeshi Kovacs Novels Book 2) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Broken Angels (Takeshi Kovacs Novels
Book 2) instantly.

Francis King:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Broken Angels (Takeshi Kovacs Novels Book 2) as your daily resource
information.

Theresa Braun:

Broken Angels (Takeshi Kovacs Novels Book 2) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your



knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Broken Angels
(Takeshi Kovacs Novels Book 2) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial considering.
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