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The metamorphic nature of Venice, a city in which most buildings underwent
throughout the centuries substantial volumetric and formal transformations
informed by political and cultural shifts, is revealed in Elements of Venice
through the analysis of single architectural elements. Developed as a parallel
research project of Fundamentals—the 14th Venice Architecture Biennale
curated by Rem Koolhaas—the book offers insights on Venetian facades, stairs,
corridors, floors, ramps, ceilings, doors, hearths, windows, balconies and walls.
"Product not [only] of the mind but of societal organization" the elements are
isolated from their picture-perfect context and from the postcard view of Venice
that is impressed in our retinas, introducing the reader—through a combination of
collages, drawings, photographs, paintings, film stills and quotes—to a radically
new way of seeing Venice. Like a camera obscura photograph cuts through the
often irrelevant embellishments of architecture to reveal the underlying skeleton
of a building (i.e. its elements), this guide will allow the reader to better
understand the fundamental transformations that have shaped Venice during the
past ten centuries. This city, which for many is—architecturally
speaking—permanently frozen in time, has in fact often been at the forefront of
challenging the architectural conventions, both during the days of the Republic
(until 1797), in which gothic and renaissance styles were seen as carriers of
political and ideological meanings, and in the past two centuries when, despite
the introduction of the dooming motto "Com’era, dov’era" ("As it was, where it
was"), Venice underwent an unprecedented urban transformation.
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The metamorphic nature of Venice, a city in which most buildings underwent throughout the centuries
substantial volumetric and formal transformations informed by political and cultural shifts, is revealed in
Elements of Venice through the analysis of single architectural elements. Developed as a parallel research
project of Fundamentals—the 14th Venice Architecture Biennale curated by Rem Koolhaas—the book offers
insights on Venetian facades, stairs, corridors, floors, ramps, ceilings, doors, hearths, windows, balconies and
walls. "Product not [only] of the mind but of societal organization" the elements are isolated from their
picture-perfect context and from the postcard view of Venice that is impressed in our retinas, introducing the
reader—through a combination of collages, drawings, photographs, paintings, film stills and quotes—to a
radically new way of seeing Venice. Like a camera obscura photograph cuts through the often irrelevant
embellishments of architecture to reveal the underlying skeleton of a building (i.e. its elements), this guide
will allow the reader to better understand the fundamental transformations that have shaped Venice during
the past ten centuries. This city, which for many is—architecturally speaking—permanently frozen in time,
has in fact often been at the forefront of challenging the architectural conventions, both during the days of
the Republic (until 1797), in which gothic and renaissance styles were seen as carriers of political and
ideological meanings, and in the past two centuries when, despite the introduction of the dooming motto
"Com’era, dov’era" ("As it was, where it was"), Venice underwent an unprecedented urban transformation.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

This Elements of Venice are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Elements of Venice can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Elements of Venice forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity.
So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jeffrey Spencer:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Elements of Venice, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Kathe Waller:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Elements of Venice, you are able
to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Ronald Canty:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication
that need more time to be read. Elements of Venice can be your answer given it can be read by an individual



who have those short time problems.
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