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Politicians, pundits, and activists often refer to a “culture of fear.” Fear of
pollution or contagion, fear of different views or lifestyles, fear of terrorist
attack—these real or imagined threats cause much anxiety in today’s world. In
this book, Caterina Albano examines the current culture of fear through the lens
of contemporary art, offering a broad look at the ways fear pervades every aspect
of life and defines how people relate to and interpret the world around them.
 
Drawing on the work of artists from Joseph Beuys, Christian Boltanski, and
Louise Bourgeois to Mike Kelly, Tracy Moffatt, and Gerhard Richter, Albano
investigates the manifestations of fear in our culture and the development of an
aesthetics of fear. She looks at a wide range of media that convey an array of
states of fear—body terror and contagion, trauma and phobias; feelings of
dislocation, displacement, and alienation; narratives of guilt and shame; virtual
fear; and fear as entertainment. Encompassing the history of medicine,
neuropsychology, sociology, and philosophy as well as the history of art and
culture, Fear and Art in the Contemporary World shines new light on the role of
images on the current landscape of fear.
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Politicians, pundits, and activists often refer to a “culture of fear.” Fear of pollution or contagion, fear of
different views or lifestyles, fear of terrorist attack—these real or imagined threats cause much anxiety in
today’s world. In this book, Caterina Albano examines the current culture of fear through the lens of
contemporary art, offering a broad look at the ways fear pervades every aspect of life and defines how people
relate to and interpret the world around them.
 
Drawing on the work of artists from Joseph Beuys, Christian Boltanski, and Louise Bourgeois to Mike Kelly,
Tracy Moffatt, and Gerhard Richter, Albano investigates the manifestations of fear in our culture and the
development of an aesthetics of fear. She looks at a wide range of media that convey an array of states of
fear—body terror and contagion, trauma and phobias; feelings of dislocation, displacement, and alienation;
narratives of guilt and shame; virtual fear; and fear as entertainment. Encompassing the history of medicine,
neuropsychology, sociology, and philosophy as well as the history of art and culture, Fear and Art in the
Contemporary World shines new light on the role of images on the current landscape of fear.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Caterina Albano is a research fellow and curator for Artakt, Central Saint Martins College of Art and
Design, University of the Arts, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Acosta:

Often the book Fear and Art in the Contemporary World has a lot of information on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Kellie Smith:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is Fear and Art in the Contemporary World.

James Hopwood:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Fear and Art in the
Contemporary World that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you can pick Fear and Art in the Contemporary World become your own personal starter.

Rebecca Beal:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,



but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Fear and Art in the Contemporary World will give you a new experience in reading through a
book.
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