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Goitein's selection of studies dealing with Islamic history, religion, and
institutions offers a wide-ranging, sensitive, and highly original introduction to a
civilization by one who lived all his life studying and observing Islam.
Eschewing simplistic notions, Goitein poses fundamental questions vis-a-vis
Muslim religious thought and practice, the evolution of the Islamic state in the
early Middle Ages, the characteristic facets of the civilization, and the
periodization of its history. Although all but one of the essays deal with the first
seven centuries of Islamic history, Goitein frequently draws important
connections between the past and the present. A professional educator as well as
researcher and scholar, Goitein with a clarity and orderliness makes his subtly
reasoned conclusions accessible to students and scholars alike. He provides the
reader with an opportunity to acquaint himself not only with the results of
research, but also with the methods by which they were obtained. With a new
foreword by Norman A. Stillman.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Goitein s selection of studies dealing with Islamic history, religion, and institutions offers a wide-ranging,
sensitive, and highly original introduction to a civilization by one who lived all his life studying and
observing Islam. Eschewing simplistic notions, Goitein poses fundamental questions vis- -vis Muslim
religious thought and practice, the evolution of the Islamic state in the early Middle Ages, the characteristic
facets of the civilization, and the periodization of its history. Although all but one of the essays deal with the
first seven centuries of Islamic history, Goitein frequently draws important connections between the past and
the present. A professional educator as well as researcher and scholar, Goitein with a clarity and orderliness
makes his subtly reasoned conclusions accessible to students and scholars alike. He provides the reader with
an opportunity to acquaint himself not only with the results of research, but also with the methods by which
they were obtained. With a new foreword by Norman A. Stillman, . . . .

About the Author
Shelomo Dov Goitein (1900 - 1985) was born in the village Burgkundstadt in southern Germany. He
attended the universities of Frankfurt and Berlin, where he studied Islamic history under Joseph Horovitz;
obtaining his doctoral degree in 1923. In 1928, he was appointed Professor of Islamic History and Islamic
Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he founded the School of Asian and African studies
and the Israel Oriental Society. In 1938-1948, he served as Senior Education Officer in Mandatory Palestine.
From 1948, he began his life's work, A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World
as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza. Goitein moved to the United States in 1957 and
continued his work at the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton. Goitein was awarded honorary degrees
from many universities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carlos McNerney:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Studies in Islamic History and Institutions to
read.

Cheryl Reese:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Studies in Islamic History and Institutions your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get ahead of. The Studies in Islamic History and Institutions giving you an additional experience more



than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Adam Hay:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Studies in Islamic History and
Institutions that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Studies in Islamic History and Institutions become your own personal starter.

Henry Jones:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Studies in Islamic History and Institutions why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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