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Charley Maplewood has never been one for parties? that would require friends,
which he doesn have. But now that he?s turning ten?the big oneoh? he decides
to throw abirthday party for himself. Of course things don? work out as he
plans. In trying to make friends, he ends up inviting the class bully, and that?s
before he ruins the cake and sets the garage on fire. Will Charley be able to pull it
together before the big one-oh . . . becomes the big OH-NO?
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Charley Maplewood has never been one for parties? that would require friends, which he doesn have. But
now that he?s turning ten?the big oneoh? he decides to throw a birthday party for himself. Of course things
don? work out as he plans. In trying to make friends, he ends up inviting the class bully, and that?s before he
ruins the cake and sets the garage on fire. Will Charley be able to pull it together before the big one-oh. . .
becomes the big OH-NO?
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 3—7—Charley is amaster cook, a comic-book maniac, and a basically friendless nine-year-old. When
his father sends him an early birthday gift and inquires how heis going to celebrate his big day, Charley is
inspired to throw a party. The ensuing story chronicles his attempt to determine atheme, bake a cake, and
make enough friends to have a gathering worthy of turning 10. The fast-paced plot will keep readers
involved to the end. The novel is peopled with a host of unique characters including a mysterious neighbor,
Charley's mother's seedy boyfriend, and an older sister obsessed with working at afried chicken fast-food
restaurant. Readers will enjoy the gross-out details and embarrassing situations in which Charley finds
himself during his quest for a successful celebration. The author does awonderful job of crafting the boy's
character within the strange and bizarre events leading up to the satisfying conclusion. It's often very funny,
but it's also poignant as Charley's loneliness and cluel essness about how to make a friend are clearly evident.
This novel would be especially effective for a class read-aloud or as a choice for reluctant readers—Melissa
Christy Buron, Epps Island Elementary, Houston, TX

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Pitchford's debut for kids is sure to be abig hit with readers. -Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

Dean Pitchford, author of The Big One-Oh and Captain Nobody, starred on Broadway in Pippin and
Godspell before turning to songwriting and screenwriting. His multimillion-selling songs include the Oscar-
winning “Fame,” “Footloose,” “Holding Out for aHero” and “ After All.” He has been nominated for four
Academy Awards, five Grammys and two Tonys. His stage musical adaptation of Footloose played over 700
performances on Broadway and is now being produced around the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Gregory Throop:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Big One-Oh, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire
the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

lona Calhoun:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld can share their idea.



Books can aso inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about something
that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them isthis The Big One-Oh.

Ina French:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Big One-Oh that give your fun
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
way for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for al of you who wants to always
be success person. So, for al you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The
Big One-Oh become your personal starter.

Rick Beard:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV al day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Big One-Oh which is having the e-book
version. So, try out this book? Let's notice.
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