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This sweeping literary encounter with the Western idea of the city moves from
the early novel in England to the apocalyptic cityscapes of Thomas Pynchon.
Along the way, Richard Lehan gathers a rich entourage that includes Daniel
Defoe, Charles Dickens, Emile Zola, Bram Stoker, Rider Haggard, Joseph
Conrad, James Joyce, Theodore Dreiser, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Raymond
Chandler. The European city is read against the decline of feudalism and the rise
of empire and totalitarianism; the American city against the phenomenon of the
wilderness, the frontier, and the rise of the megalopolis and the decentered,
discontinuous city that followed.

Throughout this book, Lehan pursues a dialectic of order and disorder, of cities
seeking to impose their presence on the surrounding chaos. Rooted in
Enlightenment yearnings for reason, his journey goes from east to west, from
Europe to America. In the United States, the movement is also westward and
terminates in Los Angeles, a kind of land's end of the imagination, in Lehan's
words. He charts a narrative continuum full of constructs that "represent" a cycle
of hope and despair, of historical optimism and pessimism.

Lehan presents sharply etched portrayals of the correlation between rationalism
and capitalism; of the rise of the city, the decline of the landed estate, and the
formation of the gothic; and of the emergence of the city and the appearance of
other genres such as detective narrative and fantasy literature. He also mines
disciplines such as urban studies, architecture, economics, and philosophy,
uncovering material that makes his study a lively read not only for those
interested in literature, but for anyone intrigued by the meanings and mysteries of
urban life.
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This sweeping literary encounter with the Western idea of the city moves from the early novel in England to
the apocalyptic cityscapes of Thomas Pynchon. Along the way, Richard Lehan gathers a rich entourage that
includes Daniel Defoe, Charles Dickens, Emile Zola, Bram Stoker, Rider Haggard, Joseph Conrad, James
Joyce, Theodore Dreiser, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Raymond Chandler. The European city is read against the
decline of feudalism and the rise of empire and totalitarianism; the American city against the phenomenon of
the wilderness, the frontier, and the rise of the megalopolis and the decentered, discontinuous city that
followed.

Throughout this book, Lehan pursues a dialectic of order and disorder, of cities seeking to impose their
presence on the surrounding chaos. Rooted in Enlightenment yearnings for reason, his journey goes from
east to west, from Europe to America. In the United States, the movement is also westward and terminates in
Los Angeles, a kind of land's end of the imagination, in Lehan's words. He charts a narrative continuum full
of constructs that "represent" a cycle of hope and despair, of historical optimism and pessimism.

Lehan presents sharply etched portrayals of the correlation between rationalism and capitalism; of the rise of
the city, the decline of the landed estate, and the formation of the gothic; and of the emergence of the city
and the appearance of other genres such as detective narrative and fantasy literature. He also mines
disciplines such as urban studies, architecture, economics, and philosophy, uncovering material that makes
his study a lively read not only for those interested in literature, but for anyone intrigued by the meanings
and mysteries of urban life.
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Editorial Review

Review
...an ambitiously wide-ranging and erudite account of not simply how western novelists have depicted the
city in their work but of how the very form of the city has influenced the novel. [Lehan] displays more
affinity for literary theory than for the texture and life of cities, and accordingly the discussion takes place on
a fairly abstract plane.... [H]owever, the city is built as much upon imagination as with concrete and steel, so
there is something to be said for Lehan's approach. -- The Los Angeles Times Sunday Book Review, Tom
Vanderbilt

About the Author

Richard Lehan is Professor of English at the University of California, Los Angeles. His books include The
Great Gatsby: The Limits of Wonder (1990).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural
History. Try to stumble through book The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History as your
close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Mary Deemer:

The book The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world
by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.



Corey Mullen:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The City in
Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you may pick The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural
History become your own starter.

Sue Randall:

You can find this The City in Literature: An Intellectual and Cultural History by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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