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"George Graham is contemporary philosophy’s most gifted and humane writer.
The Disordered Mind is a wise, deep, and thorough inquiry into the nature of the
human mind and the various ‘creaks, cracks, and crevices’ into which it is prone
sometimes to wander."

Owen Flanagan, Duke University, USA

"The book is a success, it is consistently insightful and humane, and conveys a
clear understanding not only of relevant philosophical topics, but also of a much
more difficult issue, the relevance of those topics to understanding mental
illness."

Philip Gerrans, University of Adelaide, Australia

"The Disordered Mind is a must read for anyone who is a psychiatrist,
psychologist, philosopher, neurologist, or mental health worker. Indeed, it is a
must read for any thoughtful person who simply desires to understand more
deeply and more realistically the workings of their own mind as well as the
workings of the human mind in general."

Richard Garrett, Bentley University, USA

Mental disorder raises profound questions about the nature of the mind. The
Disordered Mind: An Introduction to Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness is
the first book to systematically examine and explain, from a philosophical
standpoint, what mental disorder is: its reality, causes, consequences, and more.
It is also an outstanding introduction to philosophy of mind from the perspective
of mental disorder.

Each chapter explores a central question or problem about mental disorder,
including:

What is mental disorder and can it be distinguished from neurological disorder? ●
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What roles should reference to psychological, cultural, and social factors play●

in the medical/scientific understanding of mental disorder?
What makes mental disorders undesirable? Are they diseases? ●

Mental disorder and the mind–body problem ●

Is mental disorder a breakdown of rationality? What is a rational mind? ●

Addiction, responsibility and compulsion ●

Ethical dilemmas posed by mental disorder, including questions of dignity and●

self-respect.

Each topic is clearly explained and placed in both a clinical and philosophical
context. Mental disorders discussed include clinical depression, dissociative
identity disorder, anxiety, religious delusions, and paranoia. Several non-mental
neurological disorders that possess psychological symptoms are also examined,
including Alzheimer’s disease, Down’s syndrome, and Tourette’s syndrome.
Additional features, such as chapter summaries and annotated further reading,
provide helpful tools for those coming to the subject for the first time.

Throughout, George Graham draws expertly on issues that cut across philosophy,
science, and psychiatry. As such, The Disordered Mind is a superb introduction
to the philosophy of mental disorder for students of philosophy, psychology,
psychiatry, and related mental health professions.
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Richard Garrett, Bentley University, USA

Mental disorder raises profound questions about the nature of the mind. The Disordered Mind: An
Introduction to Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness is the first book to systematically examine and
explain, from a philosophical standpoint, what mental disorder is: its reality, causes, consequences, and
more. It is also an outstanding introduction to philosophy of mind from the perspective of mental disorder.

Each chapter explores a central question or problem about mental disorder, including:

What is mental disorder and can it be distinguished from neurological disorder? ●

What roles should reference to psychological, cultural, and social factors play in the medical/scientific●

understanding of mental disorder?
What makes mental disorders undesirable? Are they diseases? ●

Mental disorder and the mind–body problem ●

Is mental disorder a breakdown of rationality? What is a rational mind? ●

Addiction, responsibility and compulsion ●

Ethical dilemmas posed by mental disorder, including questions of dignity and self-respect.●

Each topic is clearly explained and placed in both a clinical and philosophical context. Mental disorders
discussed include clinical depression, dissociative identity disorder, anxiety, religious delusions, and
paranoia. Several non-mental neurological disorders that possess psychological symptoms are also examined,
including Alzheimer’s disease, Down’s syndrome, and Tourette’s syndrome. Additional features, such as
chapter summaries and annotated further reading, provide helpful tools for those coming to the subject for



the first time.

Throughout, George Graham draws expertly on issues that cut across philosophy, science, and psychiatry. As
such, The Disordered Mind is a superb introduction to the philosophy of mental disorder for students of
philosophy, psychology, psychiatry, and related mental health professions.
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Editorial Review

Review

'What Professor Graham's book does in effect is to provide a systematic overview of all of the issues
surrounding the concept and theory of mental illness and thereby the central notions embedded in our
mental health practices. Moreover, he performs this task with the utmost insight, wealth of knowledge,
careful and detailed argumentation, brilliance and clarity of articulation that is certain to make this
book a classic that will open the door for a dynamic and fruitful exchange between the two great fields
of mental health and the philosophy of mind.

The Disordered Mind is a must read for anyone who is a psychiatrist, psychologist, philosopher,
neurologist, or mental health worker. Indeed, it is a must read for any thoughtful person who simply
desires to understand more deeply and more realistically the workings of their own mind as well as the
workings of the human mind in general.' – Richard Garrett, Bentley University, USA

'George Graham is contemporary philosophy’s most gifted and humane writer. The Disordered Mind
is a wise, deep, and thorough inquiry into the nature of the human mind and the various "creaks,
cracks, and crevices" into which it is prone sometimes to wander... The Disordered Mind is a
pedagogical, philosophical, and psychiatric tour de force.' – Owen Flanagan, Duke University, USA 

'The book is a success, it is consistently insightful and humane, and conveys a clear understanding not
only of relevant philosophical topics, but also of a much more difficult issue, the relevance of those
topics to understanding mental illness.' – Philip Gerrans, University of Adelaide, Australia

'George Graham has a longstanding reputation as a distinguished philosopher of psychiatry, and The
Disordered Mind shows why. Its scope is broad and its presentation is clear and precise. It is a very
impressive statement of a widespread and important philosophical perspective on mental illness, which
everyone studying the philosophy of psychiatry will want to read ... It is clear enough, and vividly
enough written, to be assigned fruitfully to undergraduates, but it also makes enough contributions to
the central debates in the field to be important for specialists.'–Dominic Murphy and Gemma Smart, both
University of Sydney, in Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

'Graham develops his positions clearly and with an experienced teacher’s eye towards making sure
arguments and background issues are clearly discussed. ...[The Disordered Mind] would be an excellent
book for engaging students in important issues in philosophy of mind or psychology, and it would
reward anyone interested in the philosophical issues surrounding the relationship of the mental and
the neurological, particularly concerning the disorders of either.' – Jesse Summers, Rice University, USA

About the Author

George Graham is Professor of Philosophy and Neuroscience at Georgia State University and a past
president of the Society for Philosophy and Psychology. He is co-author and co-editor of the Oxford
Textbook of Philosophy and Psychiatry (2006).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Harrison:

This The Disordered Mind: An Introduction to Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. That The Disordered Mind: An Introduction to
Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Disordered Mind: An Introduction to
Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
Disordered Mind: An Introduction to Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness having very good arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Nancy Jones:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Disordered Mind: An
Introduction to Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness or maybe others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Disordered Mind: An Introduction
to Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Kathy Ahmed:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Disordered Mind: An Introduction to Philosophy of
Mind and Mental Illness can make you really feel more interested to read.

Wayne Robinson:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Disordered Mind: An Introduction to
Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of



reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Disordered Mind: An Introduction to
Philosophy of Mind and Mental Illness can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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