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Syrian immigrant Khadra Shamy is growing up in a devout, tightly knit Muslim
family in 1970s Indiana, at the crossroads of bad polyester and Islamic dress
codes. Along with her brother Eyad and her African-American friends, Hakim
and Hanifa, she bikes the Indianapolis streets exploring the fault-lines between
“Muslim” and “American.”

When her picture-perfect marriage goes sour, Khadra flees to Syriaand learns
how to pray again. On returning to America she works in an eastern state —
taking care to stay away from Indiana, where the murder of her friend Tayiba's
sister by Klan violence years before still haunts her. But when her job sends her
to cover anational Islamic conference in Indianapolis, she's back on familiar
ground: Attending a concert by her brother'sinterfaith band The Clash of
Civilizations, dodging questions from the “aunties’ and “uncles,” and running
into the recently divorced Hakim everywhere.

Beautifully written and featuring an exuberant cast of characters, The Girl in the
Tangerine Scarf charts the spiritual and social landscape of Muslimsin middie
America, from five daily prayers to the Indy 500 car race. It is ariveting debut
from an important new voice.
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Syrian immigrant Khadra Shamy is growing up in adevout, tightly knit Muslim family in 1970s Indiana, at
the crossroads of bad polyester and Islamic dress codes. Along with her brother Eyad and her African-
American friends, Hakim and Hanifa, she bikes the Indianapolis streets exploring the fault-lines between
“Muslim” and “American.”

When her picture-perfect marriage goes sour, Khadra flees to Syria and learns how to pray again. On
returning to America she works in an eastern state — taking care to stay away from Indiana, where the
murder of her friend Tayiba's sister by Klan violence years before still haunts her. But when her job sends
her to cover anational Islamic conference in Indianapolis, she's back on familiar ground: Attending a concert
by her braother'sinterfaith band The Clash of Civilizations, dodging questions from the “aunties’ and
“uncles,” and running into the recently divorced Hakim everywhere.

Beautifully written and featuring an exuberant cast of characters, The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf charts the
spiritual and social landscape of Muslimsin middle America, from five daily prayers to the Indy 500 car
race. It isariveting debut from an important new voice.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In comp lit professor Kahf's fiction debut, Khadra Shamy recalls growing up in an immigrant Syrian family
in 1970s Indianapolis. Khadra's devout parents raise Khadra and her older brother, Eyad, to be observant of
Islamic customs. The inevitable culture clashes ensue, from taunts of "raghead" and "go back where you
came from" to the varying interpretations of 1slamic code among the community's other Muslims. The
mutability of ordinary cultural crossroads—along with the shock of violent ones, such as the rape and murder
of one of Khadra's friends—force Khadra to continually question what it meansto be "Mudlim" or
"American." After a short and disastrous marriage to an overbearing husband (he forbids her to ride a bike;
she has an abortion), Khadra travels to Syria—now mired in political and religious strife—and returnsto the
United States in the late '80s to continue searching for her own way in the world. Khadrais a compelling
protagonist, and the supporting cast is varied and believable, but Kahf's authorial incursions—critiques of
religion and society—are heavy-handed. However, Khadra's ever-evolving view of herself and her religion
resonate and provide a valuable portrayal of an oft-misunderstood faith. (Oct. 10)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
" A sensitive, passionate and occasionally lyrical book."--Dr. A Yemisi Jimoh -- Dr. A Yemisi Jimoh

"A refreshingly human look at growing up Muslim in America.... clean American prose that shows
brilliance."--Daniel Abdal-Hayy Moore -- Daniel Abdal-Hayy Moore

"Mohja Kahf is aclear-eyed, nervy, and passionate writer.... Thisisabright, vivid, and important book."--
Molly Giles -- Molly Giles

About the Author

Born in Damascus, Syria, Mohja Kahf came to the U.S. as a child. Kahf is an associate professor of
comparative literature at Rutgers. Her first book of literary scholarship is Western Representations of the
Muslim Woman: From Termagant to Odalisque (University of Texas Press, 1999). Sheis also the author of a
book of poetry, E-mails from Sheherazad (University Press of Florida 2003). Kahf is a member of the
national group RAWI (Radius of Arab American Writers).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Anthony McDondll:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little sparetime? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move, shopping,
or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf: A
Novel? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional
opinion?



Robert Qualls:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer
that question because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it iscorrect. Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf:
A Novel to read.

Albert Parks:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf: A Novel. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Mar cie Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf: A Novel.
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