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A compelling and harrowing history of the Black Death's apocalyptic sweep
through Europe in the mid-14th century, from its arrival in Sicily to its
devastation of medieval Britain. 'The bodies were sparsely covered that the dogs
dragged them forth and devoured them! And believing it to be the end of the
world, no one wept for the dead, for all expected to die.' Agnolo di Turo, Sienna,
1348 In just over a thousand days, from 1347 to 1351, the Black Death swept
across medieval Europe killing almost a third of its population - 25 million
people. The deadly Y. Pestis virus was brought to the continent aboard Genoese
ships fleeing the plague-ridden Crimea, arriving in Sicily in October 1347. By the
spring of 1348 it was devastating the cities of central Italy, by June 1348 it had
swept in to France and Spain, wiping out entire communities and leaving utter
desolation in its wake. By August it had reached England, where among the
thousands dead was the King's own daughter. One graphic testimony can be
found at St Mary's, Ashwell, Hertfordshire, where an anonymous hand carved a
harrowing inscription for 1349: 'Wretched, terrible, destructive year, the
remnants of the people alone remain.' In The Great Mortality, John Kelly retraces
the journey of the Black Death, explaining the scientific reasons behind its
lightening spread, and why medieval Europe, with its famine, filthy cities and
interminable wars, was such a ready host for the virus. Using original source
material - diary fragments, letters, manuscripts - Kelly describes the suffering
wrought by the plague, and paints a harrowing portrait of a continent gripped by
an epidemic of biblical proportions. However, The Great Mortality is more than
just a historical account - it also tells a very personal story narrated by the
individuals whose lives were touched by it, from soldiers to bishops, peasants to
kings.
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A compelling and harrowing history of the Black Death's apocalyptic sweep through Europe in the mid-14th
century, from its arrival in Sicily to its devastation of medieval Britain. 'The bodies were sparsely covered
that the dogs dragged them forth and devoured them! And believing it to be the end of the world, no one
wept for the dead, for all expected to die.' Agnolo di Turo, Sienna, 1348 In just over a thousand days, from
1347 to 1351, the Black Death swept across medieval Europe killing almost a third of its population - 25
million people. The deadly Y. Pestis virus was brought to the continent aboard Genoese ships fleeing the
plague-ridden Crimea, arriving in Sicily in October 1347. By the spring of 1348 it was devastating the cities
of central Italy, by June 1348 it had swept in to France and Spain, wiping out entire communities and leaving
utter desolation in its wake. By August it had reached England, where among the thousands dead was the
King's own daughter. One graphic testimony can be found at St Mary's, Ashwell, Hertfordshire, where an
anonymous hand carved a harrowing inscription for 1349: 'Wretched, terrible, destructive year, the remnants
of the people alone remain.' In The Great Mortality, John Kelly retraces the journey of the Black Death,
explaining the scientific reasons behind its lightening spread, and why medieval Europe, with its famine,
filthy cities and interminable wars, was such a ready host for the virus. Using original source material - diary
fragments, letters, manuscripts - Kelly describes the suffering wrought by the plague, and paints a harrowing
portrait of a continent gripped by an epidemic of biblical proportions. However, The Great Mortality is more
than just a historical account - it also tells a very personal story narrated by the individuals whose lives were
touched by it, from soldiers to bishops, peasants to kings.
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Editorial Review

Review
'There has never been a better researched, better written or more engaging account of the worst epidemic the
world has ever known than this: the countless controversies that have raged around the origins and the true
nature of this terrible period in human history seem now all to have been settled by the gimlet accuracy of
John Kelly's superb and fascinating book.' Simon Winchester

About the Author
John Kelly has been writing about science, medicine and human behaviour for more than 20 years, and has
an MA in European history from New York University. He is the author of nine previous books. He lives in
New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death, the
Most Devastating Plague of All Time (P.S.) as your daily resource information.

Helen Sullivan:

The actual book The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death, the Most Devastating Plague
of All Time (P.S.) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

David Shetler:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death, the Most Devastating Plague of
All Time (P.S.) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The
Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death, the Most Devastating Plague of All Time (P.S.)
giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your



better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Justin Mireles:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death, the Most Devastating
Plague of All Time (P.S.) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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