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Sometimes fairy toles can come true-even for plain,shy spinsters like Missy
Wright. Neither as pretty as cousin Alicianor as domineering as mother Drusilla,
she seems doomed to aquiet life of near poverty at Missalonghi, her family's
pitifullysmall homestead in Australia's Blue Mountains. But It's a brandnew
century-the twentieth-a time for new thoughts and boldnew actions. And Missy
Wright is about to set every self-righteous tongue in the town of Byron wagging.
Because she hasjust set her sights on a mysterious, mistrusted and
unsuspectingstranger ... who just might be Prince-Charming in disguise.
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Sometimes fairy toles can come true-even for plain,shy spinsters like Missy Wright. Neither as pretty as
cousin Alicianor as domineering as mother Drusilla, she seems doomed to aquiet life of near poverty at
Missalonghi, her family's pitifullysmall homestead in Australia's Blue Mountains. But It's a brandnew
century-the twentieth-atime for new thoughts and boldnew actions. And Missy Wright is about to set every
self-righteous tongue in the town of Byron wagging. Because she hagjust set her sights on a mysterious,
mistrusted and unsuspectingstranger ... who just might be Prince-Charming in disguise.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Like abox of chocolates, this short novel by McCullough is seductive and satisfying; readers will want to
devour it in one sitting. Set in the early 1900s in the tiny town of Byron, nestled in the Australia's Blue
Mountains, it tells of the blossoming of Missy Wright, 33-year-old spinster and poor relation of the town's
ruling family, the Hurlingfords. Missy, her widowed mother and crippled aunt live in genteel poverty,
victims of the Hurlingford inheritance policy that gives riches and power to the male members of the family,
who heartlessly abuse the women they dominate. Plain, painfully thin and doomed to dress alwaysin
serviceable brown, shockingly dark-haired in a clan of luminous blondes, Missy seems fated for da dreary
future until adistant cousin, adivorcee, arrives from Sydney. Under her tutelage, Missy acquires spunk, hope
and the means to a happy ending. Thisis an endearing tale, exuding an old-fashioned sentimentality, yet
wittily told. McCullough indulges in gentle socia satire, even as she uses the stock character of a mysterious
stranger to introduce suspense and romance. As miniaturized in scale as The Thornbirds was vagt, thisfirst
volume in Harper's new Short Novel Series again demonstrates the author's narrative skill. 100,000 first
printing; $100,000 ad/promo; Reader's Digest Condensed Books selection; Literary Guild aternate; author
tour.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

McCullough returns to Australiathis time in the years before World War lin this diverting short novel. Her
heroine, thirtyish spinster Missy, is a poor relation of the wealthy Hurlingford clan, who virtually own the
town of Byron. The male Hurlingfords and their pampered wives have for years oppressed and defrauded
those Hurlingford women unlucky enough to marry poorly or not at al. When mysterious Una arrivesin
town, however, she lights a spark of rebellion in repressed, downtrodden Missy. By novel's end Missy will
have a husband, the oppressed will be rescued, and the oppressors neatly parted from their wealth and power.
While the novel isriddled with sentimental cliches, Missy's transformation and the neatly ironic reversal of
family fortunes are very satisfying. Recommended for popular fiction collections. Literary Guild dual
selection. Beth Ann Mills, New Rochelle P.L., N.Y.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"A master Storyteller"--"Los Angeles Times' "Lovely, refreshing, sensitive, wise and triumphant”--
"Publishers Weekly""Délicious.. it's old fashioned enough to have a happy ending. Only a churl wouldn't
enjoy it."--"New York Daily News

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jean Young:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book
eligible The Ladies of Missalonghi? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or



you have additional opinion?

Joseph Dolezal:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Ladies of Missalonghi your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication
then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Ladies of Missalonghi giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful factsfor your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning acasino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Nicole Williams;

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Ladies of Missalonghi provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Barbara Kyle:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book The Ladies of Missalonghi was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Ladies of Missalonghi has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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