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Arthur Asa Berger, author of an array of texts in communication, popular culture,
and social theory, is back with the second edition of his popular, user-friendly
guide for students who want to understand the social meanings of objects. In this
broadly interdisciplinary text, Berger takes the reader through half a dozen
theoretical models that are commonly used to analyze objects. He then describes
and analyzes eleven objects, many of them new to this edition?including
smartphones, Facebook, hair dye, and the American flag?showing how they
demonstrate concepts like globalization, identity, and nationalism. The book
includes a series of exercises that allow students to analyse objects in their own
environment. Brief and inexpensive, this introductory guide will be used in
courses ranging from anthropology to art history, pop culture to psychology.
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Arthur Asa Berger, author of an array of texts in communication, popular culture, and social theory, is back
with the second edition of his popular, user-friendly guide for students who want to understand the social
meanings of objects. In this broadly interdisciplinary text, Berger takes the reader through half a dozen
theoretical models that are commonly used to analyze objects. He then describes and analyzes eleven objects,
many of them new to this edition?including smartphones, Facebook, hair dye, and the American
flag?showing how they demonstrate concepts like globalization, identity, and nationalism. The book includes
a series of exercises that allow students to analyse objects in their own environment. Brief and inexpensive,
this introductory guide will be used in courses ranging from anthropology to art history, pop culture to
psychology.
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Editorial Review

Review

Comments on the first edition:

"Berger’s book takes a complex and nuanced topic—the study of material culture—and pares it down to a
manageable first approach.... Overall, the book presents a basic survey of several important theories and
scholars that students should become familiar with when beginning to study material culture, and
demonstrates a useful structure for a course syllabus."

—Journal of Folklore Research

About the Author

Arthur Asa Berger is professor emeritus of Broadcast and Electronic Communication Arts at San Francisco
State University, where he taught between 1965 and 2003. He has been a visiting professor in Italy,
Germany, Hong Kong, and China and has lectured in more than a dozen countries. Berger is author of over
one hundred articles and has authored or edited more than seventy five books on media, popular culture,
social theory, humor, and tourism. His books have been translated into nine languages. Among his recent
books are Seeing is Believing: An Introduction to Visual Communication; Understanding American Icons;
Theorizing Tourism; Media and Communication Research Methods; Ads, Fads and Consumer Culture; and
Shop ‘Til You Drop. He was elected to the University of Iowa School of Journalism and Mass
Communication’s “Hall of Fame” in 2009.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An
Introduction to Material Culture. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important some sort of book What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction to
Material Culture. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Evelyn Brown:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An
Introduction to Material Culture ended up being making you to know about other information and of course



you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide What Objects Mean, Second
Edition: An Introduction to Material Culture is not only giving you far more new information but also for
being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship while using book What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction to
Material Culture. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ronnie Johnson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction to Material Culture your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction to
Material Culture giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Pedro Gonzales:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve What Objects Mean, Second Edition: An Introduction to Material Culture was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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