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Hellenistic Greek society offered many advantages to the Jew who was willing to
relax Torah for the sake of easier relations with the dominant culture. 4
Maccabees was written to reassure Jewish readers that Torah was in fact the sole
path to the perfection of the virtues honoured in Greek culture, as it freed the
diligent devotee from slavery to the desire, emotion and the domination of pain
and pleasure. In brief compass, deSilva provides a detailed look at the rhetorical
and philosophical strategy of the author of 4 Maccabees, who redirects the
hearers' desire for honour and advancement toward those commitments that will
preserve his Jewish subculture from assimilation. This often neglected text
becomes an engaging window into Hellenistic Judaism and into some of the
concerns that were formative influences on the early church.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David A. deSilva (Ph.D., Emory University) is Trustees' Distinguished Professor of New Testament and
Greek at Ashland Theological Seminary in Ohio and an ordained elder in the Florida Conference of the
United Methodist Church.  He is the author of over twenty books, including An Introduction to the New
Testament: Contexts, Methods & Ministry Formation (2004), Seeing Things John's Way: The Rhetoric of the
Book of Revelation (2009), and Introducing the Apocrypha (2002) and a hundred journal articles and
contributions to reference works and collections of essays.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheryl Hicks:

The book 4 Maccabees (Guides to the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha) make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book 4
Maccabees (Guides to the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha) being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like available and read a reserve 4 Maccabees (Guides to the Apocrypha and
Pseudepigrapha). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So
, how do you think about this publication?

Jeffrey Spencer:

The actual book 4 Maccabees (Guides to the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha) will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book 4 Maccabees (Guides to the Apocrypha and
Pseudepigrapha) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

James Thrasher:

The actual book 4 Maccabees (Guides to the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha) has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this article book.



Carlos Thornton:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This 4 Maccabees (Guides to the Apocrypha and
Pseudepigrapha) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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