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An incisive and absorbing biography of the legendary emperor who bridged
ancient and modern Europe and singlehandedly altered the course of
Western history. 

Charlemagne was an extraordinary figure: an ingenious military strategist, a wise
but ruthless leader, a cunning politician, and a devout believer who ensured the
survival of Christianity in the West. He also believed himself above the rules of
the church, siring bastards across Europe and coldly ordering the execution of
4,500 prisoners. Derek Wilson shows how this complicated, fascinating man
married the military might of his army to the spiritual force of the Church in
Rome, thereby forging Western Christendom. This is a remarkable portrait of
Charlemagne and of the intricate political, religious, and cultural world he
dominated.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Christian warrior, scholar prince, pilgrim saint and emperor, Charlemagne (742–814) has influenced modern
rulers from Napoleon to Charles de Gaulle. As acclaimed British historian Wilson (Tudor Tapestry: Men,
Women, and Society in Reformation England) points out in this fast-paced biography, the Frankish king who
was named emperor by the pope brought civilization and peace to Europe in the Early Middle Ages. An
acquisitive king intent on expanding Francia's borders and connecting politics and religion, Charles the
Great, according to Wilson, is responsible for the shape of Europe as we know it today. Wilson deftly
chronicles Charlemagne's military exploits, political intrigues and religious devotion. In addition to his
military leadership, the emperor initiated a revival of humane learning (the Carolingian Renaissance) and the
establishment of a clerical hierarchy that could preach, administer the sacraments properly and oversee
matters of the empire. Although, as Wilson points out, Charlemagne's sometimes megalomaniacal
personality drove his armies to the brink of disaster, he fostered a unity and a culture in his empire that have
lasted to modern times. Maps. (On sale June 6)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School–A fascinating introduction to the ruler and his world. Several features help readers
navigate this complicated era. A genealogy of the Carolingian dynasty helps keep track of Charlemagne's
large family. A time line from his birth (742) to the division of his empire (843) lists significant events in
Francia, the Byzantine Empire, Western Christendom, and the Islamic world. Nine maps trace the changes in
the borders of the empires and the routes of invaders, and 16 pages of color pictures show how legends about
Charlemagne captured the attention of artists and craftsmen through the ages. Using a variety of primary and
secondary sources, Wilson's account reads like an adventure story. The author comments on the reliability of
his sources even as he faithfully quotes them. Charlemagne's intellectual pursuits, his ideas about faith, and
his visions for his empires are also covered. Wilson shows how Charlemagne's image changed after his death
and over the centuries. Sometimes, he was revered as the world's greatest warrior; at other times, as a saint or
a philosopher king. Each age re-created him in a new light, and Wilson demonstrates how the empire he built
led to the development of the European identity.–Kathy Tewell, Chantilly Regional Library, Fairfax County,
VA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The British author of popular royal histories explores the life of Charles the Great, whose empire fractured
following his death in 814. Yet its reputation redounded through time as an example of civilized, militant,
unified Christendom, wedged as it was between the Dark and the Middle Ages. Wilson's interpretation of the
long-lived, peripatetic king of the Franks intelligently draws upon the Frankish chronicles and a
contemporary biography, converting them into a fluent narrative that views events, from one campaigning
season to the next, as a conventional dynastic/territorial dynamic that gained religious impetus as
Charlemagne chastised Germanic pagans, stood guard against Islamic Spain, and competed for Christian
ascendancy with the Byzantine Empire. Wilson embroiders Charlemagne's actions with the broad-minded
personality that has come down to us: Charlemagne may have beheaded thousands, but he also kept his
scriptoria busy, preserving many texts from oblivion. Concluding with the symbolic uses made of
Charlemagne from the Crusades to Charles de Gaulle, Wilson successfully regales readers with this crucial
figure in European history. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Burdette:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Charlemagne: A Biography. You can choose the best book
if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Charlemagne: A
Biography. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Pamela Adair:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Charlemagne: A Biography book as
beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jessica Ball:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Charlemagne: A Biography which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Willis Newby:

This Charlemagne: A Biography is new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Charlemagne: A Biography can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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