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Communicative Engagement and Social Liberation: Justice Will Be Made
recognizes limitations in contemporary understandings that separate history and
rhetoric. Drawing together ontological and epistemic perspectives to allow for a
fuller appreciation of communication that shapes lived-experience, facets of the
two academic disciplines are united in acts of communicative engagement.

Communicative engagement draws from Anna-Teresa Tymieniecka's writings on
the human condition; extends the communicative praxis of philosopher Calvin O.
Schrag by reuniting theoria-poíesis-praxis, which has been separated across time;
expands Ramsey Eric Ramsey's philosophy of liberation that provides ground for
vitalizing social liberation; and includes the work of philosophers including
Hans-Georg Gadamer, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, and Michel Foucault as well as
philosophers of communication including Lenore Langsdorf, Michael J. Hyde,
Corey Anton, and others who guide a recollection of the significance of poíesis in
human communication.

Three courageous white women who dedicated their lives to being out-of-place
and speaking out-of-turn to advance social liberation for black Americans,
altering the way humanity was understood by members of society at large,
provide concrete evidence of these philosophical ideas. Myrtilla Miner
established one of the first schools for young black women in antebellum
Washington, D.C., supporting the students' efforts to become teachers. Mary
White Ovington, one of the founding members of the NAACP, dedicated her life
to improving material conditions for black Americans, particularly in the areas of
housing and employment. Jessie Daniel Ames, in concert with other women,
formed The Association of Southern Women to Prevent Lynching (ASWPL).
Using their newly acquired right to vote, women pressured local law enforcement
officials across the South to actively protect the rights of black men. The
contributions of each woman is ongoing in organizations that continue their
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work.

Our technological culture has become terrifyingly effective in suppressing
poíesis as a creative life force. Drawing upon the lived-experiences of three
historical figures provides extensive concrete evidence of a philosophy of
communicative engagement. These life stories assist readers in recognizing the
fundamental manner in which creativity (poíesis) can potentially enable people to
obtain liberation from restrictive social circumstances - and inspire them to do
likewise.
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Communicative Engagement and Social Liberation: Justice Will Be Made recognizes limitations in
contemporary understandings that separate history and rhetoric. Drawing together ontological and epistemic
perspectives to allow for a fuller appreciation of communication that shapes lived-experience, facets of the
two academic disciplines are united in acts of communicative engagement.

Communicative engagement draws from Anna-Teresa Tymieniecka's writings on the human condition;
extends the communicative praxis of philosopher Calvin O. Schrag by reuniting theoria-poíesis-praxis,
which has been separated across time; expands Ramsey Eric Ramsey's philosophy of liberation that provides
ground for vitalizing social liberation; and includes the work of philosophers including Hans-Georg
Gadamer, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, and Michel Foucault as well as philosophers of communication including
Lenore Langsdorf, Michael J. Hyde, Corey Anton, and others who guide a recollection of the significance of
poíesis in human communication.

Three courageous white women who dedicated their lives to being out-of-place and speaking out-of-turn to
advance social liberation for black Americans, altering the way humanity was understood by members of
society at large, provide concrete evidence of these philosophical ideas. Myrtilla Miner established one of the
first schools for young black women in antebellum Washington, D.C., supporting the students' efforts to
become teachers. Mary White Ovington, one of the founding members of the NAACP, dedicated her life to
improving material conditions for black Americans, particularly in the areas of housing and employment.
Jessie Daniel Ames, in concert with other women, formed The Association of Southern Women to Prevent
Lynching (ASWPL). Using their newly acquired right to vote, women pressured local law enforcement
officials across the South to actively protect the rights of black men. The contributions of each woman is
ongoing in organizations that continue their work.

Our technological culture has become terrifyingly effective in suppressing poíesis as a creative life force.
Drawing upon the lived-experiences of three historical figures provides extensive concrete evidence of a
philosophy of communicative engagement. These life stories assist readers in recognizing the fundamental
manner in which creativity (poíesis) can potentially enable people to obtain liberation from restrictive social
circumstances - and inspire them to do likewise.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Pat Arneson is gifted with an exceptionally keen analytic eye and a creative mind. These talents are obvious
as she eloquently integrates teachings in philosophy, communication ethics, and rhetorical theory to explore
with the help of marvelous case studies the social injustice of racism."(Michael J. Hyde, University
Distinguished Professor of Communication Ethics, Wake Forest University)

"There is always more to be said and sometimes it gets said by saying things otherwise. We mistakenly think
we know enough until someone such as Dr. Arneson puts it otherwise from a fresh perspective. By making
use of a thoughtful philosophy of communication things as yet hidden from our thinking about liberation,
ethics, and the history of American feminism are here brought to light. This is no small feat as it requires
erudition in both philosophy and rhetorical/historical study to say such things. We have here in Dr.
Arneson’s courageous work a significant contribution to our thinking in all these many ways." (Ramsey Eric
Ramsey, Associate Dean, Barrett The Honors College, Arizona State University and Co-editor of the
Philosophy/Communication book series)

“Pat Arneson's telling of how teacher Myrtilla Miner, social worker Mary White Ovington, and political
activist Jessie Daniel Ames worked against economic, legal, and social injustice portrays a rhetorical history
beginning in the United States during the mid-1980s. By placing our current communicative engagement into
juxtaposition with that of Miner, Ovington, and Ames, Arneson reveals the tensions between imaginative
creativity that actualizes possibilities for changing sociopolitical norms, and entrenched ways of thinking that
suppress democracy's potential for sociopolitical liberation.” (Lenore Langsdorf, Professor Emerita,
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale)

"In her carefully crafted book Professor Arneson furrows new conceptual territory on the entwinement of
communication, social liberation, and the quest for justice in civil society. The philosophical backdrop of her
stimulating discussion is a retrieval and reinterpretation of the processes at work on the interconnected
landscapes of the ancient Greek triad of theoria/praxis/poiesis. That which makes her work especially
important for interdisciplinary research in philosophy and communication studies is her demonstration of
how the philosophical issues at stake in her project are exhibited in the case studies of three American
women who devoted their lives to the advancement of liberation from a variety of social injustices. She
deftly supplements her philosophical analysis and argumentation with dialogues and encounters that arise
within the economies of everyday lived experiences." (Calvin O. Schrag, George Ade Distinguished
Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus, Purdue University)

"In this important book, Pat Arneson reminds us that some citizens have always imagined a fuller, fairer
America and have had the courage to work to realize that vision. Arneson’s careful research and compelling
storytelling bring to life the (his)stories of three remarkable women whose work for racial justice in America
has heretofore been too little noticed. Arneson provides compelling accounts of Myrtilla Miner, Mary White
Ovington, and Jessie Daniel Ames, three courageous white women who dared to step out of their assigned
place in order to fight against racial injustices that prevailed in America. Arneson persuasively shows that the
issues of racial injustice that these three women resisted are not confined to history, but persist in our era as
we continue to struggle to create a more perfect union. Arneson offers communicative engagement as a



transformative means by which individuals can move themselves and others out of injustices that mark a
particular time and place." (Julia T. Wood, Lineberger Distinguished Professor of Humanities, Emerita, The
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

About the Author
Pat Arneson is associate professor of communication and rhetorical studies at Duquesne University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Communicative Engagement and Social
Liberation: Justice Will Be Made (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Communication
Studies). All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Cornell Smith:

This Communicative Engagement and Social Liberation: Justice Will Be Made (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Communication Studies) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
That Communicative Engagement and Social Liberation: Justice Will Be Made (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Communication Studies) without we know teach the one who examining it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Communicative Engagement and Social
Liberation: Justice Will Be Made (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Communication
Studies) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Communicative Engagement and Social Liberation:
Justice Will Be Made (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Communication Studies) having
very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Lewis Skinner:

This Communicative Engagement and Social Liberation: Justice Will Be Made (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Communication Studies) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Communicative Engagement and Social Liberation: Justice
Will Be Made (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Communication Studies) can be one of
the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Communicative Engagement and Social Liberation: Justice Will Be Made (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Communication Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including



rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Catherine Stevenson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Communicative Engagement and Social Liberation: Justice Will Be Made (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Communication Studies), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.
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