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Written by an architect who has been designing and building affordable housing
for thirty years, this well-illustrated book is both a call to create well-designed
places for the homeless and a review of innovative and successful building
designs that now serve diverse communities across the United States. Sam Davis
argues for safe and functional architectural designs and programs that
symbolically reintegrate the homeless into society in buildings that offer beauty,
security, and hope to those most in need.

Davis presents a new perspective, considering the personal concerns of the
homeless, the social costs of homelessness, and organizational and design issues.
He examines problems of community fit and site planning, building design and
orga-nization, and interior layout and suggests how to weigh costs and optimize
expenditures. He asks and answers a range of challenging questions: What is
possible and desirable when designing a new facility for the homeless? Should it
be elegant or unassuming? What types of spaces should be included? How should
it look and what should it feel like? Should it be more like a house or more like a
dormitory? What is the proper balance between function, quality of construction,
and architectural delight?

Designing for the Homeless recounts how various communities have addressed
the problem of housing the homeless, beginning with one of the most ambitious
plans, the St. Vincent de Paul Village in San Diego, which opened in 1987. Davis
vividly recounts the plight of those who become homeless. His practical
knowledge, familiarity with solutions to date, and vision for the future—all
expressed clearly and convincingly—make this innovative book an indispensable
resource for architects, public policy analysts, and anyone concerned about
housing the homeless.
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Written by an architect who has been designing and building affordable housing for thirty years, this well-
illustrated book is both a call to create well-designed places for the homeless and a review of innovative and
successful building designs that now serve diverse communities across the United States. Sam Davis argues
for safe and functional architectural designs and programs that symbolically reintegrate the homeless into
society in buildings that offer beauty, security, and hope to those most in need.

Davis presents a new perspective, considering the personal concerns of the homeless, the social costs of
homelessness, and organizational and design issues. He examines problems of community fit and site
planning, building design and orga-nization, and interior layout and suggests how to weigh costs and
optimize expenditures. He asks and answers a range of challenging questions: What is possible and desirable
when designing a new facility for the homeless? Should it be elegant or unassuming? What types of spaces
should be included? How should it look and what should it feel like? Should it be more like a house or more
like a dormitory? What is the proper balance between function, quality of construction, and architectural
delight?

Designing for the Homeless recounts how various communities have addressed the problem of housing the
homeless, beginning with one of the most ambitious plans, the St. Vincent de Paul Village in San Diego,
which opened in 1987. Davis vividly recounts the plight of those who become homeless. His practical
knowledge, familiarity with solutions to date, and vision for the future—all expressed clearly and
convincingly—make this innovative book an indispensable resource for architects, public policy analysts,
and anyone concerned about housing the homeless.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Davis lays out a compelling case for us all, especially designers, to get involved in solutions for the problem
of homelessness. He discusses the plight of the homeless in terms that make them real, and his chapter on the
costs of homelessness lays out the argument for involvement in very practical terms." - Michael Underhill,
Professor, School of Architecture at Arizona State University"

From the Inside Flap

"An eye opener. The subject of homelessness has often been discussed, but no one before has cut such a
broad swath through the subject. There is no other book that deals with the architecture of
homelessness."—Robert Gutman, author of Architectural Practice: A Critical View

"Davis lays out a compelling case for us all, especially designers, to get involved in solutions for the problem
of homelessness. He discusses the plight of the homeless in terms that make them real, and his chapter on the
costs of homelessness lays out the argument for involvement in very practical terms."—Michael Underhill,
Professor, School of Architecture at Arizona State University

From the Back Cover
"Davis lays out a compelling case for us all, especially designers, to get involved in solutions for the problem
of homelessness. He discusses the plight of the homeless in terms that make them real, and his chapter on the
costs of homelessness lays out the argument for involvement in very practical terms."--Michael Underhill,
Professor, School of Architecture at Arizona State University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That
Works. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Paula Mayo:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Designing for the Homeless:



Architecture That Works book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Judith Craig:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Designing for the Homeless:
Architecture That Works that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works become your
starter.

Mary Perez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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