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Living and dying with bravery and honor is at the heart of Hagakure, a series of
texts written by an eighteenth-century samurai, Yamamoto Tsunetomo. It is a
window into the samurai mind, illuminating the concept of bushido (the Way of
the Warrior), which dictated how samurai were expected to behave, conduct
themselves, live, and die. While Hagakure was for many years a secret text
known only to the warrior vassals of the Nabeshima clan to which the author
belonged, it later came to be recognized as a classic exposition of samurai
thought.

The original Hagakure consists of over 1,300 short texts that Tsunetomo dictated
to a younger samurai over a seven-year period. William Scott Wilson has
selected and translated here three hundred of the most representative of those
texts to create an accessible distillation of this guide for samurai. No other
translator has so thoroughly and eruditely rendered this text into English.

For this edition, Wilson has added a new introduction that casts Hagakure in a
different light than ever before. Tsunetomo refers to bushido as “the Way of
death,” a description that has held a morbid fascination for readers over the years.
But in Tsunetomo’s time, bushido was a nuanced concept that related heavily to
the Zen concept of muga, the “death” of the ego. Wilson’s revised introduction
gives the historical and philosophical background for that more metaphorical
reading of Hagakure, and through this lens, the classic takes on a fresh and
nuanced appeal.
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Living and dying with bravery and honor is at the heart of Hagakure, a series of texts written by an
eighteenth-century samurai, Yamamoto Tsunetomo. It is a window into the samurai mind, illuminating the
concept of bushido (the Way of the Warrior), which dictated how samurai were expected to behave, conduct
themselves, live, and die. While Hagakure was for many years a secret text known only to the warrior vassals
of the Nabeshima clan to which the author belonged, it later came to be recognized as a classic exposition of
samurai thought.

The original Hagakure consists of over 1,300 short texts that Tsunetomo dictated to a younger samurai over
a seven-year period. William Scott Wilson has selected and translated here three hundred of the most
representative of those texts to create an accessible distillation of this guide for samurai. No other translator
has so thoroughly and eruditely rendered this text into English.

For this edition, Wilson has added a new introduction that casts Hagakure in a different light than ever
before. Tsunetomo refers to bushido as “the Way of death,” a description that has held a morbid fascination
for readers over the years. But in Tsunetomo’s time, bushido was a nuanced concept that related heavily to
the Zen concept of muga, the “death” of the ego. Wilson’s revised introduction gives the historical and
philosophical background for that more metaphorical reading of Hagakure, and through this lens, the classic
takes on a fresh and nuanced appeal.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This is a great book for anyone looking for a more centered way of life, or just some good advice about
living.”—Sacramento Book Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese (translation)

About the Author
William Scott Wilson is the foremost translator into English of traditional Japanese texts on samurai culture.
His best-selling translations include Hagakure and The Book of Five Rings.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Lantz:

The feeling that you get from Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai will be the more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to know but Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this specific Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai instantly.

David Henry:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Kathryn Kern:

Precisely why? Because this Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you



because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Katrina Scofield:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai to make
your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the
guide Hagakure: The Book of the Samurai can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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