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Lust, says Simon Blackburn, is furtive, headlong, always sizing up opportunities.
Itisatrail of clothing in the hallway, the trashy cousin of love. But be that as it
may, the aim of this delightful book isto rescue lust "from the denunciations of
old men of the deserts, to deliver it from the pallid and envious confessor and the
stocks and pillories of the Puritans, to drag it from the category of sin to that of
virtue."

Blackburn, author of such popular philosophy books as Think and Being Good,
here offers a sharp-edged probe into the heart of lust, blending together insight
from some of the world's greatest thinkers on sex, human nature, and our
common cultural foibles. Blackburn takes a wide ranging, historical approach,
discussing lust as viewed by Aristophanes and Plato, lust in the light of the Stoic
mistrust of emotion, and the Christian fear of the flesh that catapulted lust to the
level of deadly sin. He describes how philosophical pessimists like Schopenhauer
and Sartre contributed to our thinking about lust and explores the false startsin
understanding lust represented by Freud, Kinsey, and modern "evolutionary
psychology." But most important, Blackburn reminds us that lust is also life-
affirming, invigorating, fun. He points to the work of David Hume (Blackburn's
favorite philosopher) who saw lust not only as a sensual delight but also "ajoy of
the mind.”

Written by one of the most eminent living philosophers, attractively illustrated
and colorfully packaged, Lust is abook that anyone would lust over.
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Lust, says Simon Blackburn, is furtive, headlong, always sizing up opportunities. It isatrail of clothing in
the hallway, the trashy cousin of love. But be that as it may, the aim of this delightful book is to rescue lust
"from the denunciations of old men of the deserts, to deliver it from the pallid and envious confessor and the
stocks and pillories of the Puritans, to drag it from the category of sin to that of virtue."

Blackburn, author of such popular philosophy books as Think and Being Good, here offers a sharp-edged
probe into the heart of lust, blending together insight from some of the world's greatest thinkers on sex,
human nature, and our common cultural foibles. Blackburn takes a wide ranging, historical approach,
discussing lust as viewed by Aristophanes and Plato, lust in the light of the Stoic mistrust of emotion, and the
Christian fear of the flesh that catapulted lust to the level of deadly sin. He describes how philosophical
pessimists like Schopenhauer and Sartre contributed to our thinking about lust and explores the false startsin
understanding lust represented by Freud, Kinsey, and modern "evolutionary psychology.” But most
important, Blackburn reminds us that lust is also life-affirming, invigorating, fun. He points to the work of
David Hume (Blackburn's favorite philosopher) who saw lust not only as a sensual delight but also "ajoy of
the mind."

Written by one of the most eminent living philosophers, attractively illustrated and colorfully packaged, Lust
isabook that anyone would lust over.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

A distinguished thinker offers an unabashed defense of everyone's favorite sin, part of Oxford's series on the
seven deadlies. Blackburn (The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy; Being Good) defines lust as acute sexual
desire, untrammeled by any other elements that might make it, well, sinfullike aggression, selfishness or
(though he doesn't mention it) self-destructiveness. This premise, along with the unguestioned secularism of
modern philosophy, leave him free to consider a broad historical range of ideas about lust-from Plato and the
Stoics through Augustine and "the Christian Panic" to Sartre and Martha Nussbaum-with care and
discernment, but with no real vulnerability to their arguments. Because lust is broadly condoned in our
culture, most readers will find that Blackburn's condescension comes across quite sympathetically. Heisa
witty writer and a canny reader, particularly adept at pitting temporally disparate thinkers (e.g., Hume and
Stephen Pinker) against each other. A juicy group of illustrations, all works of fine art (including the torso of
Mick Jagger), add to the book's allure. But Blackburn is so confident of being on the side of the angels that
he creates devils that aren't redlly there, like the feminist concept of "objectification,” which he conflates
with lust itself. And since heinsists that lust is a holiday from moral constraints, it turns out not subject to
judgment. "So everything is all right," he concludes cheerily; it is only the inhibition of lust "by bad
philosophy or ideology, by falsity, by controls, by corruptions and perversions and suspicions' that we need
fear. Thisbook is not so much a defense of sexual desire as a comprehensive excuse for it, like a note from
the doctor.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

In hisdelightfully literate, cogent, and congenial contribution to the Seven Deadly Sins lecture and book
series, philosopher Blackburn argues that, far from being asin, lust is "not merely useful but essential .”
Blackburn first defines lust and what may be wrong with it, and then weighs major attitudes toward lust
throughout Western history. Lust is the keen desire for sex and its pleasures for their own sake, he says, and
problems arising from it are matters of excesses not intrinsic to it, such as violence, compulsion, and
indiscretion (the ancient philosophical Cynics reputedly had sex in public). Plato, the Stoics, Augustine, and
Aquinas all had varyingly severe reservations about lust that Blackburn defuses before turning relievedly to
Hobbes (yes, the "war of all against al" fellow) with his contention that lust, affording "sensual pleasure"
and "delight of the mind," leads to the most complete personal communion possible. Kant, Freud, and Sartre
backslid from Hobbes, but now, "everything is all right,” and "we can reclaim lust for humanity.” Mmmmm.
Cigarette? Ray Olson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"What midsummer night's feast would be digestible without Francine Prose's Gluttony; what weekend jaunt
to your best friend's chateau would be survivable without Joseph Epstein's Envy? And you'll need Wendy
Wasserstein's Soth (wickedly subtitled 'And How to Get It') while you're struggling out of your deck chair."-
-O, The Oprah Magazine (on the series)

"Whimsically packaged exminations of Lust by Simon Blackburn, Gluttony by Francine Prsoe, Envy by


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Joseph Epstein, Anger by Robert Thurman, Greed by Phyllis Tickle, Sloth by Wendy Wasserstein and Pride
by Michael Eric Dyson become playgrounds for cultural reflection by authors and playwrights in Oxford's
Seven Deadly Sins series."--Publishers Weekly (on the series)

"A thoughtfully burnished essay on atitillating topic."--Kirkus Reviews

"A deft, Lilliputian trussing-up of a sprawling, Brobdingnagian body of thought...written with lucidity by a
man of reason both by profession and by temperament.”--The New Yorker

"A playful essay that delivers everything one might want--insight, historical perspective, critical bite--in
books on the other six vices (pride, envy, anger, sloth, greed and gluttony)."--Carlin Romano, Philadelphia
Inquirer

"An assuredly elegant essay, wrapped around a seductive compendium of poems and pictures, an ornament
to Professor Blackburn's erudition.”--Daily Telegraph

"Blackburn's wry and learned new book, 'Lust," is part of a seven-book series--one for each of the deadly
sins--that grew from alecture series co-sponsored by the New Y ork Library and Oxford University Press. In
this slim volume the author seeks to redeem lust from its 'bad press' and ultimately enhance its standing with
apublic fed centuries of propaganda and outright disinformation. Neither prude nor dirty old man, he
skillfully filters art, verse and prose through the prism of lust and romantic love and does so in atone of
well-read whimsy."--San Francisco Chronicle

"Lessastudy of the sin of lust than it is a sinfully amusing defense of it."--Washington Times

"A learned and delightful little book on lust, one of the most outrageous (and sometimes most delightful) of
the so-called 'Seven Deadly Sins.' His generous but always judicious use of the ancients, in particular, makes
his Lust not only respectable but, asit should be, philosophically intriguing.”--Robert C. Solomon, author of
The Joy of Philosophy

"In hisdelightfully literate, cogent, and congenial contribution to the Seven Deadly Sins lecture and book
series, philosopher Blackburn argues that, far from being asin, lust is, 'not merely useful but
essential."--Booklist



"A distinguished thinker offers an unabashed defense of everyone's favarite sin, part of Oxford's series on the
seven deadlies.... [Blackburn] is awitty writer and a canny reader, particularly adept at pitting temporally
disparate thinkers (e.g., Hume and Stephen Pinker) against each other."--Publishers Weekly

"With wit, erudition, and great good sense, Simon Blackburn builds a seductive case for lust. Regjecting all
that is mean or cramped in our collective thinking about sexual desire, and exposing what issilly or
fantastical, he celebrates the 'deadly sin' as aform of human vitality. Lust is, oddly enough, a heartwarming
book."--Louise M. Antony, Professor of Philosophy, The Ohio State University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Beverly Bell:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Lust: The Seven Deadly Sins (New Y ork Public Library Lectures
in Humanities).

Brian Seery:

Here thing why this Lust: The Seven Deadly Sins (New Y ork Public Library Lecturesin Humanities) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of al studying abook is good nonetheless it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. Lust: The Seven Deadly Sins (New Y ork
Public Library Lecturesin Humanities) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
book out there but thereis no e-book that similar with Lust: The Seven Deadly Sins (New Y ork Public
Library Lecturesin Humanities). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own persona eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can easily
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Lust: The Seven Deadly Sins (New Y ork Public Library

L ectures in Humanities) in e-book can be your choice.

Jean Gonzales;

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Lust: The Seven Deadly Sins (New Y ork



Public Library Lecturesin Humanities) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Jon Fusdlier:

The book untitled Lust: The Seven Deadly Sins (New Y ork Public Library Lecturesin Humanities) contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have anice
read.
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