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Junichiro Tanizaki’s Naomi is both a hilarious story of one man’s obsession and
a brilliant reckoning of a nation’s cultural confusion.
 
When twenty-eight-year-old Joji first lays eyes upon the teenage waitress Naomi,
he is instantly smitten by her exotic, almost Western appearance. Determined to
transform her into the perfect wife and to whisk her away from the seamy
underbelly of post-World War I Tokyo, Joji adopts and ultimately marries
Naomi, paying for English and music lessons that promise to mold her into his
ideal companion. But as she grows older, Joji discovers that Naomi is far from
the naïve girl of his fantasies. And, in Tanizaki’s masterpiece of lurid obsession,
passion quickly descends into comically helpless masochism.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The Westernization of a Japanese bar girl spells trouble for her husband. "Charm, lucidity, fascination with
perverse passion and relentless emotional honesty . . . are all here in subtle force," said PW.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Naomi is the first English translation of Tanizaki's first important novel (originally serialized in Japanese in
1924-25). It is a subtle adaptation to a Japanese setting of the basic story in Maugham's Of Human Bondage .
Joji, the narrator, finds Naomi, a girl half his age, working in a cafe. He takes her to live with him, tries to
groom her (with English and music lessons), indulges her whims, encourages her ``Western'' ways, and
eventually marries her. She becomes a torment to him, but he is so obsessed with her that he tolerates even
her infidelities as long as she will stay with him. The recurrent theme in Tanizaki's novels of the danger in
sexual fascination may here represent a self-criticism of his youthful preoccupation with things Western. L.
M. Lewis, Social Science Dept., Eastern Kentucky Univ., Richmond
Copyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“In a class with Lady Chatterley’s Lover and Lolita. . . . Powerfully erotic, directly funny, a great novelist’s
masterpiece.”
—Booklist
 
“Joji [is] exquisitely drawn, his uncomprehending guilelessness the perfect tool for the author’s deft cross-
cultural thrusts.”
—The Washington Post Book Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

The book Naomi give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading a book Naomi to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like open up and read a e-book Naomi. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kevin Strickland:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more



imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Naomi, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Maude Porter:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Naomi it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Fay Harris:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Naomi provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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