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Paul Revere's midnight ride looms as an almost mythical event in American
history--yet it has been largely ignored by scholars and left to patriotic writers
and debunkers. Now one of the foremost American historians offers the first
serious look at the events of the night of April 18, 1775--what led up to it, what
really happened, and what followed--uncovering a truth far more remarkable than
the myths of tradition.

In Paul Revere's Ride, David Hackett Fischer fashions an exciting narrative that
offers deep insight into the outbreak of revolution and the emergence of the
American republic. Beginning in the years before the eruption of war, Fischer
illuminates the figure of Paul Revere, a man far more complex than the simple
artisan and messenger of tradition. Revere ranged widely through the complex
world of Boston's revolutionary movement--from organizing local mechanics to
mingling with the likes of John Hancock and Samuel Adams. When the fateful
night arrived, more than sixty men and women joined him on his task of alarm--
an operation Revere himself helped to organize and set in motion. Fischer
recreates Revere's capture that night, showing how it had an important impact on
the events that followed. He had an uncanny gift for being at the center of events,
and the author follows him to Lexington Green--setting the stage for a fresh
interpretation of the battle that began the war. Drawing on intensive new
research, Fischer reveals a clash very different from both patriotic and
iconoclastic myths. The local militia were elaborately organized and intelligently
led, in a manner that had deep roots in New England. On the morning of April
19, they fought in fixed positions and close formation, twice breaking the British
regulars. In the afternoon, the American officers switched tactics, forging a ring
of fire around the retreating enemy which they maintained for several hours--an
extraordinary feat of combat leadership. In the days that followed, Paul Revere
led a new battle-- for public opinion--which proved even more decisive than the
fighting itself.
]
When the alarm-riders of April 18 took to the streets, they did not cry, "the
British are coming," for most of them still believed they were British. Within a
day, many began to think differently. For George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
John Adams, and Thomas Paine, the news of Lexington was their revolutionary
Rubicon. Paul Revere's Ride returns Paul Revere to center stage in these critical
events, capturing both the drama and the underlying developments in a
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triumphant return to narrative history at its finest.
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Paul Revere's midnight ride looms as an almost mythical event in American history--yet it has been largely
ignored by scholars and left to patriotic writers and debunkers. Now one of the foremost American historians
offers the first serious look at the events of the night of April 18, 1775--what led up to it, what really
happened, and what followed--uncovering a truth far more remarkable than the myths of tradition.

In Paul Revere's Ride, David Hackett Fischer fashions an exciting narrative that offers deep insight into the
outbreak of revolution and the emergence of the American republic. Beginning in the years before the
eruption of war, Fischer illuminates the figure of Paul Revere, a man far more complex than the simple
artisan and messenger of tradition. Revere ranged widely through the complex world of Boston's
revolutionary movement--from organizing local mechanics to mingling with the likes of John Hancock and
Samuel Adams. When the fateful night arrived, more than sixty men and women joined him on his task of
alarm--an operation Revere himself helped to organize and set in motion. Fischer recreates Revere's capture
that night, showing how it had an important impact on the events that followed. He had an uncanny gift for
being at the center of events, and the author follows him to Lexington Green--setting the stage for a fresh
interpretation of the battle that began the war. Drawing on intensive new research, Fischer reveals a clash
very different from both patriotic and iconoclastic myths. The local militia were elaborately organized and
intelligently led, in a manner that had deep roots in New England. On the morning of April 19, they fought in
fixed positions and close formation, twice breaking the British regulars. In the afternoon, the American
officers switched tactics, forging a ring of fire around the retreating enemy which they maintained for several
hours--an extraordinary feat of combat leadership. In the days that followed, Paul Revere led a new battle--
for public opinion--which proved even more decisive than the fighting itself.
]
When the alarm-riders of April 18 took to the streets, they did not cry, "the British are coming," for most of
them still believed they were British. Within a day, many began to think differently. For George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Thomas Paine, the news of Lexington was their revolutionary Rubicon.
Paul Revere's Ride returns Paul Revere to center stage in these critical events, capturing both the drama and
the underlying developments in a triumphant return to narrative history at its finest.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
YA-A whole book about a minor incident? You bet, and a terrific book, at that. Fischer's exhaustive research
shows that Revere played an important role in pre-Revolutionary Boston that included, but was by no means
limited to, his midnight ride. The author shows how Longfellow's poem deliberately distorted the facts in
order to suit the political climate of the times; the real story surrounding Revere's role and the battles of
Concord and Lexington is infinitely more interesting because it involves planning, courage, danger,
suspense, and national destiny. This is exciting history, and Fischer adeptly paints it in stirring tones while
giving background information on Revere and General Thomas Gage. For the rest of their lives, people
remembered where they were when Revere made his famous midnight ride, as readers will remember this
fascinating account.
Judy McAloon, Potomac Library, Prince William County, VA
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
It is rare when a scholarly history will appeal to a general readership, but such is the case with this book. Part
biography of Revere and part history of the battles of Lexington and Concord, it places the "midnight ride" in
the broad context of American resistance to Great Britain as just one of many similar actions taken by
Revere and others. Particularly good is Fischer's (history, Brandeis Univ.) description of the civilian reaction
to the British march to Concord and his exploration of the "spontaneous" rising of the New England militia
to fight the British. Fischer's ulterior motive is to return contingency to its central importance in the historical
process--to restore the "causal power of particular actions and contingent events." In the process he has
written a meticulously researched and wonderfully evocative narrative that will be enjoyed by history lovers
and scholars alike.
- David B. Mattern, Univ. of Virginia, Charlottesville
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
An iconic patriot, or an insignificant courier--Fischer plays these opposing images of the Bostonian
silversmith against the middle in a lively reconstruction of the man and his role in the outbreak of war on
Lexington Green. Supported by meticulous research, but using a brisk pace, Fischer begins his recounting of
"contingent events" with the British decision in late 1774 to seize colonial munitions. The British
commander, General Gage, had mounted several raids before the fateful one on Concord; and Revere in
response had galloped hither and yon, keeping his fellow Whigs alert to the next attempt to disarm them. The
midnight rides (there were two other messengers besides Revere) and the bloody clashes on April 19 unfold
in a volley-by-volley drama that factors in all known participants, including a few spies unknown to this day.
Once celebrated as an event that galvanized, much like Fort Sumter, each side in the irreconcilable
imperial/colonial dispute, Revere's period of glory has perhaps been unduly relegated to obscurity (many
school texts don't mention him). This balanced recounting of his activities restores his importance--and the
feel for the motivations of his compatriots and their antagonists. An enjoyable work that doesn't compromise
its scholarly accuracy. Gilbert Taylor

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Steven Cruce:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Paul Revere's Ride will make you to always
be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Ricky Copeland:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Paul Revere's Ride to read.

Linda Porter:

This Paul Revere's Ride usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this Paul Revere's Ride can be among the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed people. Beside that this Paul Revere's Ride forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lupita Kirch:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Paul Revere's Ride was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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