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Blaming the media for reproducing and extolling unrealistic female bodies has
almost become a popular truism. Even medical opinion notes that the media can
influence young women to starve themselves and therefore act as a possible
causal factor of disordered eating.

Yet surprisingly, little work has addressed either the nature of media
representations of the body, or the ways in which audiences interpret and use
such images in our contemporary cultural context.

The Media and Body Image addresses this lack and:

-Draws together literature from sociology, gender studies and psychology

-Brings together new empirical work on both media representations and audience
responses

-Offers a broad discussion of this topic in the context of socio-cultural change,
gender politics, and self-identity.
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Blaming the media for reproducing and extolling unrealistic female bodies has almost become a popular
truism. Even medical opinion notes that the media can influence young women to starve themselves and
therefore act as a possible causal factor of disordered eating.

Yet surprisingly, little work has addressed either the nature of media representations of the body, or the ways
in which audiences interpret and use such images in our contemporary cultural context.

The Media and Body Image addresses this lack and:

-Draws together literature from sociology, gender studies and psychology

-Brings together new empirical work on both media representations and audience responses

-Offers a broad discussion of this topic in the context of socio-cultural change, gender politics, and self-
identity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Wykes and Gunter take a novel approach to familiar subjects - body image, eating disorders, Western ideals
of beauty, media representations of femininity - by offering historical contextualization of the discourses
surrounding each issue and articulating how these discourses relate. The upshot is a useful discussion that
interrogates, rather than presumes, the effects of mass media on audiences and consumers. . . . Highly
recommended." (P.A. Fulfs CHOICE 2005-07-01)

About the Author
My main research interests include media violence, the impact of broadcast news, effects of television on
public opinion, the effects of advertising on young people, the use and impact of new interactive media.  I
have also conducted research on a wide range of other media, marketing and management issues.

My recent research has centred on the use and impact of new media (in particular the Internet and digital
interactive television). I am particularly interested in the use of the web as an information source and in the
impact of Internet-related behaviour on use of other media, especially television.

I have continued to conduct research and to write about the influence of television advertising, among
children and adults. Much of this recent work has focused on alcohol advertising and young people’s
drinking. In addition, with two colleagues in my department, I recently conducted research for the Food
Standards Agency on the nature of formula product advertising targeted at young mothers.

I have also been involved in research from the British Library with colleagues at University College London
on the use of online tools for information search in the context of higher education.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Noah Hansell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The Media
and Body Image: If Looks Could Kill? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Patricia Frazier:

The e-book untitled The Media and Body Image: If Looks Could Kill is the publication that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.



You also could get the e-book of The Media and Body Image: If Looks Could Kill from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Edmund Morrissette:

The book The Media and Body Image: If Looks Could Kill has a lot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Darren Perez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Media and Body Image: If
Looks Could Kill reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Media and Body
Image: If Looks Could Kill as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide
that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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