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Susan Sontag (1933–2004) spoke of the promiscuity of art and literature—the
willingness of great artists and writers to scandalize their spectators through
critical frankness, complexity, and beauty. Sontag's life and thought were no less
promiscuous. She wrote deeply and engagingly about a range of
subjects—theater, sex, politics, novels, torture, and illness—and courted celebrity
and controversy both publicly and privately. Throughout her career, she not only
earned adulation but also provoked scorn. Her living was the embodiment of
scandal.

In this collection, Terry Castle, Nancy K. Miller, Wayne Koestenbaum, E. Ann
Kaplan, and other leading scholars revisit Sontag's groundbreaking life and work.
Against Interpretation, "Notes on Camp," Letter from Hanoi, On Photography,
Illness as Metaphor, I, Etcetera, and The Volcano Lover—these works form the
center of essays no less passionate and imaginative than Sontag herself. Debating
questions raised by the thinker's own images and identities, including her
sexuality, these works question Sontag's status as a female intellectual and her
parallel interest in ambitious and prophetic fictional women; her ambivalence
toward popular culture; and her personal and professional "scandals." Paired with
rare photographs and illustrations, this timely anthology expands our
understanding of Sontag's images and power.
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Susan Sontag (1933–2004) spoke of the promiscuity of art and literature—the willingness of great artists and
writers to scandalize their spectators through critical frankness, complexity, and beauty. Sontag's life and
thought were no less promiscuous. She wrote deeply and engagingly about a range of subjects—theater, sex,
politics, novels, torture, and illness—and courted celebrity and controversy both publicly and privately.
Throughout her career, she not only earned adulation but also provoked scorn. Her living was the
embodiment of scandal.

In this collection, Terry Castle, Nancy K. Miller, Wayne Koestenbaum, E. Ann Kaplan, and other leading
scholars revisit Sontag's groundbreaking life and work. Against Interpretation, "Notes on Camp," Letter from
Hanoi, On Photography, Illness as Metaphor, I, Etcetera, and The Volcano Lover—these works form the
center of essays no less passionate and imaginative than Sontag herself. Debating questions raised by the
thinker's own images and identities, including her sexuality, these works question Sontag's status as a female
intellectual and her parallel interest in ambitious and prophetic fictional women; her ambivalence toward
popular culture; and her personal and professional "scandals." Paired with rare photographs and illustrations,
this timely anthology expands our understanding of Sontag's images and power.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This volume of essays by a dozen contributors (most notably Wayne Koestenbaum) examines a number of
key works and aspects of Sontag's career—nearly five decades worth of gender-bending and upsetting the
social applecart. Like its subject, this assessment comes with the baggage of ultra-self-consciousness and a
dash of self-importance. Why shouldn't it? It is an attempt at interpreting the author who, with much
provocative fanfare, came to disown interpretation. Overall, this appreciation—edited by two associate
professors of English (Ching at the University of Memphis, Wagner-Lawlor at Penn State)—yields new
insights on a most complex sensibility. The contributors accomplish this with sophisticated admiration,
usually with originality and, with the requisite doses of wit to deconstruct the chronicler of camp. Sontag's
work and reputation are looked at from all angles: in popular culture (a cameo in Zelig), as a filmmaker
herself, as playwright and director, as novelist, as mental and literal world traveler. What predominates amid
the academic-speak is Sontag's understanding of the politics of experience. 9 photos. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
[The Scandal of Susan Sontag] yields new insights on a most complex sensibility... with sophisticated
admiration... [and] the requisite doses of wit. (Publishers Weekly)

An exhilarating read that succeeds in constructing a complex and multi-faceted portrait of the woman and
her ideas, which remain as vital and thought-provoking as ever.The West AustralianThe West Australian
(The West Australian)

The Scandal of Susan Sontag offers revealing insights into the work of one of America's most famous and
provocative intellectuals (Charles Green The Harvard Gay and Lesbian Review)

About the Author
Barbara Ching is an associate professor of English at the University of Memphis. She is the author of
Wrong's What I Do Best: Hard Country Music and Contemporary Culture and the coeditor of Knowing Your
Place: Rural Identity and Cultural Hierarchy.

Jennifer A. Wagner-Lawlor is associate professor of women's studies and English at Penn State University.
She is the author of A Moment's Monument: Revisionary Poetics and the Nineteenth-Century Sonnet.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Olive Wilson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is actually The Scandal of Susan Sontag.



Curtis Graham:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Scandal of Susan Sontag
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The
Scandal of Susan Sontag as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can
break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kerstin Torres:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Scandal of Susan Sontag will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Betty Patton:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Scandal of Susan Sontag was bright colored and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Scandal of Susan Sontag has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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