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Urban history is a well-established and flourishing field of historical research.
Written by a leading scholar, this short introduction demonstrates how urban
history draws upon a wide variety of methodologies and sources, and has been
integral to the rise of interdisciplinary and comparative approaches to history
since the second half of the twentieth century. Shane Ewen offers an accessible
and clearly written guide to the study of urban history for the student, teacher,
researcher or general reader who is new to the field and interested in learning
about past approaches as well as key themes, concepts and trajectories for future
research. He takes a global and comparative viewpoint, combining a discussion
of classic texts with the latest literature to illustrate the current debates and
controversies across the urban world. The historiography of the field is mapped
out by theme, including new topics of interest, with a particular focus on space
and social identity, power and governance, the built environment, culture and
modernity, and the growth and spread of transnational networking.

By discussing a number of historic and fast-growing cities across the world,
What is Urban History? demonstrates the importance of the history of urban life
to our understanding of the world, both in the present and the future. As a result,
urban history remains pivotal for explaining the continued growth of towns and
cities in a global context, and is particularly useful for identifying the various
problems and solutions faced by fast-growing megacities in the developing
world.
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Urban history is a well-established and flourishing field of historical research. Written by a leading scholar,
this short introduction demonstrates how urban history draws upon a wide variety of methodologies and
sources, and has been integral to the rise of interdisciplinary and comparative approaches to history since the
second half of the twentieth century. Shane Ewen offers an accessible and clearly written guide to the study
of urban history for the student, teacher, researcher or general reader who is new to the field and interested in
learning about past approaches as well as key themes, concepts and trajectories for future research. He takes
a global and comparative viewpoint, combining a discussion of classic texts with the latest literature to
illustrate the current debates and controversies across the urban world. The historiography of the field is
mapped out by theme, including new topics of interest, with a particular focus on space and social identity,
power and governance, the built environment, culture and modernity, and the growth and spread of
transnational networking.

By discussing a number of historic and fast-growing cities across the world, What is Urban History?
demonstrates the importance of the history of urban life to our understanding of the world, both in the
present and the future. As a result, urban history remains pivotal for explaining the continued growth of
towns and cities in a global context, and is particularly useful for identifying the various problems and
solutions faced by fast-growing megacities in the developing world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a wide-ranging survey which reveals urban history in a European as well as a British context. It is
deeply informed, with ideas, approaches and anxieties explained, and shows how urban history opens the
way to many histories, illustrated by an innovative section on transnational histories."
Robert Morris, Edinburgh University

"Strongly recommended. Truly international in scope, this much-needed introduction to the field offers a
balanced survey of the issues that have engaged urban historians over the past century. It will be welcomed
by historians and non-historians alike."
Richard Harris, McMaster University

About the Author

Shane Ewen is Senior Lecturer in History at Leeds Beckett University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for all of us. The book What is Urban History? (What is History?) seemed to be making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The publication What is Urban History? (What is History?) is not only giving you more new information but
also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book What is Urban History? (What is History?).
You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Stephen Stover:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of What is Urban History? (What is
History?) book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.



Arthur McLaurin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
sense happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The What is Urban History? (What
is History?) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Donald Freeman:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also
they write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this What is Urban History? (What is History?).
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