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New York Times bestselling author and renowned linguist, John McWhorter,
explores the complicated and fascinating world of languages. From
Standard English to Black English; obscure tongues only spoken by a few
thousand people in the world to the big ones like Mandarin - What Language
Is celebrates the history and curiosities of languages around the world and
smashes our assumptions about "correct" grammar.

An eye-opening tour for all language lovers, What Language Is offers a
fascinating new perspective on the way humans communicate. From vanishing
languages spoken by a few hundred people to major tongues like Chinese, with
copious revelations about the hodgepodge nature of English, John McWhorter
shows readers how to see and hear languages as a linguist does. Packed with Big
Ideas about language alongside wonderful trivia, What Language Is explains how
languages across the globe (the Queen's English and Surinam creoles alike)
originate, evolve, multiply, and divide. Raising provocative questions about what
qualifies as a language (so-called slang does have structured grammar),
McWhorter also takes readers on a marvelous journey through time and place-
from Persian to the languages of Sri Lanka- to deliver a feast of facts about the
wonders of human linguistic expression.
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New York Times bestselling author and renowned linguist, John McWhorter, explores the complicated
and fascinating world of languages. From Standard English to Black English; obscure tongues only
spoken by a few thousand people in the world to the big ones like Mandarin - What Language Is
celebrates the history and curiosities of languages around the world and smashes our assumptions
about "correct" grammar.

An eye-opening tour for all language lovers, What Language Is offers a fascinating new perspective on the
way humans communicate. From vanishing languages spoken by a few hundred people to major tongues like
Chinese, with copious revelations about the hodgepodge nature of English, John McWhorter shows readers
how to see and hear languages as a linguist does. Packed with Big Ideas about language alongside wonderful
trivia, What Language Is explains how languages across the globe (the Queen's English and Surinam creoles
alike) originate, evolve, multiply, and divide. Raising provocative questions about what qualifies as a
language (so-called slang does have structured grammar), McWhorter also takes readers on a marvelous
journey through time and place-from Persian to the languages of Sri Lanka- to deliver a feast of facts about
the wonders of human linguistic expression.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for all of us. The book What Language Is (And What It Isn't and What
It Could Be) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book What Language Is (And What It Isn't and What It
Could Be) is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book What
Language Is (And What It Isn't and What It Could Be). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Steven Anderson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept What Language Is
(And What It Isn't and What It Could Be) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer
in this era. The particular book untitled What Language Is (And What It Isn't and What It Could Be)is one of
several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Conrad Degregorio:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love What Language Is (And What It Isn't and What
It Could Be), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Rosa Crowe:

This What Language Is (And What It Isn't and What It Could Be) is great publication for you because the



content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can declare
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having What Language Is (And What It Isn't and What It Could Be) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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