
A History of Modern Indonesia

By Adrian Vickers

A History of Modern Indonesia By Adrian Vickers

Although Indonesia has the fourth largest population in the world, its history is
still relatively unknown. Adrian Vickers takes the reader on a journey across the
social and political landscape of modern Indonesia, starting with the country's
origins under the Dutch in the early twentieth-century, and the subsequent anti-
colonial revolution which led to independence in 1949. Thereafter the spotlight is
on the 1950s, a crucial period in the formation of Indonesia as a new nation,
followed by the Sukarno years, and the anti-Communist massacres of the 1960s
when General Suharto took over as president. The concluding chapters chart the
fall of Suharto's New Order after thirty two years in power, and the subsequent
political and religious turmoil which culminated in the Bali bombings in 2002.
Adrian Vickers is Professor of Asian Studies at the University of Wollongong.
He has previously worked at the Universities of New South Wales and Sydney,
and has been a visiting fellow at the University of Indonesia and Udayana
University (Bali). Vickers has more than twenty-five years research experience in
Indonesia and the Netherlands, and has travelled in Southeast Asia, the U.S. and
Europe in the course of his research. He is author of the acclaimed Bali: a
Paradise Created (Penguin, 1989) as well as many other scholarly and popular
works on Indonesia. In 2003 Adrian Vickers curated the exhibition Crossing
Boundaries, a major survey of modern Indonesian art, and has also been involved
in documentary films, including Done Bali (Negara Film and Television
Productions, 1993).
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Editorial Review

Review
"Vickers's Modern Indonesia is no one-thing-after-the-other textbook. Innovatively framed around the
writings of Pramoedya Ananta Toer, and invoking the arresting insights of Indonesian novelists and
playwrights, it provides a stimulating, fresh understanding of Indonesia's modern, often tragic, trajectory.
This is not a book written over the shoulders of nationalist politicians and military officers, but one that
evokes the senses, flavours, turmoils and smells of everyday life in that irresistably complicated country." --
R.E. Elson, Professor of Southeast Asian history, The University of Queensland

"I think this will become the standard history textbook on Indonesia for introductory classes and it will last
because it is so beautifully written. I suspect it will set a new standard also because of the interpretations
taken, implicit as they are." -- Gerry van Klinken, H-Asia

“Vickers interprets 20th-century Indonesian history through the writings of the Indonesian novelist
Pramoedya Ananta Toer. A Marxist, Toer sees the colonial period as oppressive, believes strongly in the
hope of the national movement for social revolution, laments the failure of this goal during the early
independence period, and strongly opposes the New Order (1966-1998), with its emphasis on development
rather than revolution and its authoritarian, militaristic base.”
Choice

"Adrian Vickers uses a unique style to provide his readers with a view of twentieth-century Indonesia...A
History of Modern Indonesia is a thorough and informative account of Indonesia's history and political
development in the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries." - Florence Lamoureux

"Vickers draws a compelling narrative of cogent historical detail, while also incorporating insights from
other disciplines such as literature, anthopology, sociology and political science." - Trevor W. Preston,
University of Toronto, Canada

"Vickers has written a useful book that provides an entertaining and mostly informative account of a country
whose history should be better known." - David Webster, University of Toronto

About the Author
Adrian Vickers is Professor of Asian Studies at the University of Wollongong in Australia. He is author of
the acclaimed Bali: A Paradise Created (1989) as well as many other scholarly and popular works on
Indonesia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alma Hillyer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled A History of Modern Indonesia. Try to make the book A History of
Modern Indonesia as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and



beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Marsha Young:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book A History of Modern Indonesia. All
type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Brenda Nunez:

A History of Modern Indonesia can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A History of Modern Indonesia although
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
thinking.

Rose Engle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually A History of Modern Indonesia.
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