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This study of children's literature as knowledge, culture, and social foundation
bridges the gap between science and literature and examines the
interconnectedness of fiction and reality as a two-way road. The book
investigates how the civilized narrative orders experience by means of
segregation, domestication, breeding, and extermination, arguing instead that the
stories and narratives of wilderness project chaos and infinite possibilities for
experiencing the world through a diverse community of life. AbdelRahim
engages these narratives in a dialogue with each other and traces their expression
in the various disciplines and books written for both children and adults,
analyzing the manifestation of fictional narratives in real life. This is both an
inter- and multi-disciplinary endeavor that is reflected in the combination of
research methods drawn from anthropology and literary studies as well as in the
tracing of the narratives of order and chaos, or civilization and wilderness, in
children's literature and our world. Chapters compare and contrast fictional
children's books that offer different real-world socio-economic paradigms, such
as A.A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh projecting a civilized monarcho-capitalist
world, Nikolai Nosov's trilogy on The Adventures of Dunno and Friends
presenting the challenges and feats of an anarcho-socialist society in evolution
from primitivism towards technology, and Tove Jansson's Moominbooks
depicting the harmony of anarchy, chaos, and wildness. AbdelRahim examines
the construction, transmission, and acquisition of knowledge in children’s
literature by visiting the very nature of literature, culture, and language and the
civilized structures that domesticate the world. She brings radically new
perspectives to the knowledge, culture, and construction of human beings,
making an invaluable contribution to a wide range of disciplines and for those
engaged in revolutionizing contemporary debates on the nature of knowledge,
human identity, and the world.
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This study of children's literature as knowledge, culture, and social foundation bridges the gap between
science and literature and examines the interconnectedness of fiction and reality as a two-way road. The
book investigates how the civilized narrative orders experience by means of segregation, domestication,
breeding, and extermination, arguing instead that the stories and narratives of wilderness project chaos and
infinite possibilities for experiencing the world through a diverse community of life. AbdelRahim engages
these narratives in a dialogue with each other and traces their expression in the various disciplines and books
written for both children and adults, analyzing the manifestation of fictional narratives in real life. This is
both an inter- and multi-disciplinary endeavor that is reflected in the combination of research methods drawn
from anthropology and literary studies as well as in the tracing of the narratives of order and chaos, or
civilization and wilderness, in children's literature and our world. Chapters compare and contrast fictional
children's books that offer different real-world socio-economic paradigms, such as A.A. Milne's Winnie-the-
Pooh projecting a civilized monarcho-capitalist world, Nikolai Nosov's trilogy on The Adventures of Dunno
and Friends presenting the challenges and feats of an anarcho-socialist society in evolution from primitivism
towards technology, and Tove Jansson's Moominbooks depicting the harmony of anarchy, chaos, and
wildness. AbdelRahim examines the construction, transmission, and acquisition of knowledge in children’s
literature by visiting the very nature of literature, culture, and language and the civilized structures that
domesticate the world. She brings radically new perspectives to the knowledge, culture, and construction of
human beings, making an invaluable contribution to a wide range of disciplines and for those engaged in
revolutionizing contemporary debates on the nature of knowledge, human identity, and the world.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Layla AbdelRahim demonstrates that children’s literature is a pivotal site where societies configure
their relationship to the world’s anarchic, ever-diversifying web of life. Rigorously argued and
beautifully written, her book is a call for renewal keyed to values such as mutual aid, freedom, love,
and empathy for all living beings. If we are to halt our ecological slide into the abyss, we need to
rethink what we teach our children: AbdelRahim points the way.' - Allan Antliff, Professor and Canada
Research Chair in Art History, University of Victoria, Canada and author of Anarchy and Art

'It is hard to imagine a more thorough-going examination of the stories children are commonly
introduced to. Ms. AbdelRahim has given us an exploration that is very multifaceted and truly eye-
opening. A book to read and re-read!' - John Zerzan, author of Elements of Refusal and Running on
Emptiness

About the Author

Layla AbdelRahim is an anthropologist, author, researcher, and public speaker. She is the author of Wild
Children – Domesticated Dreams: Civilization and the Birth of Education (2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Jones:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Children's Literature,
Domestication, and Social Foundation: Narratives of Civilization and Wilderness (Routledge
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

David Bruce:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those



possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Children's Literature, Domestication, and Social
Foundation: Narratives of Civilization and Wilderness (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
Literature) as the daily resource information.

Carol Wells:

This book untitled Children's Literature, Domestication, and Social Foundation: Narratives of Civilization
and Wilderness (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Robert Higby:

Exactly why? Because this Children's Literature, Domestication, and Social Foundation: Narratives of
Civilization and Wilderness (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.
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