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Mental retardation in the United States is currently defined as " ... signif icantly
subaverage general intellectual functioning existing concurrently with deficits in
adaptive behavior, and manifested during the development period" (Grossman,
1977). Of the estimated six million plus mentally retarded individuals in this
country fully 75 to 85% are considered to be "func tionally" retarded (Edgerton,
1984). That is, they are mildly retarded persons with no evident organic etiology
or demonstrable brain pathology. Despite the relatively recent addition of
adaptive behavior as a factor in the definition of retardation, 1.0. still remains as
the essential diagnostic criterion (Edgerton, 1984: 26). An 1.0. below 70
indicates subaverage functioning. However, even such an "objective" measure as
1.0. is prob lematic since a variety of data indicate quite clearly that cultural and
social factors are at play in decisions about who is to be considered "retarded"
(Edgerton, 1968; Kamin, 1974; Langness, 1982). Thus, it has been known for
quite some time that there is a close relationship between socio-economic status
and the prevalence of mild mental retardation: higher socio-economic groups
have fewer mildly retarded persons than lower groups (Hurley, 1969). Similarly,
it is clear that ethnic minorities in the United States - Blacks, Mexican-
Americans, American Indians, Puerto Ricans, Hawaiians, and others - are
disproportionately represented in the retarded population (Mercer, 1968; Ramey
et ai., 1978).
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Mental retardation in the United States is currently defined as " ... signif icantly subaverage general
intellectual functioning existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior, and manifested during the
development period" (Grossman, 1977). Of the estimated six million plus mentally retarded individuals in
this country fully 75 to 85% are considered to be "func tionally" retarded (Edgerton, 1984). That is, they are
mildly retarded persons with no evident organic etiology or demonstrable brain pathology. Despite the
relatively recent addition of adaptive behavior as a factor in the definition of retardation, 1.0. still remains as
the essential diagnostic criterion (Edgerton, 1984: 26). An 1.0. below 70 indicates subaverage functioning.
However, even such an "objective" measure as 1.0. is prob lematic since a variety of data indicate quite
clearly that cultural and social factors are at play in decisions about who is to be considered "retarded"
(Edgerton, 1968; Kamin, 1974; Langness, 1982). Thus, it has been known for quite some time that there is a
close relationship between socio-economic status and the prevalence of mild mental retardation: higher
socio-economic groups have fewer mildly retarded persons than lower groups (Hurley, 1969). Similarly, it is
clear that ethnic minorities in the United States - Blacks, Mexican-Americans, American Indians, Puerto
Ricans, Hawaiians, and others - are disproportionately represented in the retarded population (Mercer, 1968;
Ramey et ai., 1978).
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Editorial Review

Review
`Anyone who appreciates a careful biography that chronicles the individual's transactions with the human
environment, shaped by it but also shaping it, will love this book. It portrays eight closely observed persons,
and provides two scholarly chapters of integration and interpretation, including the qualities of the no-
numeric methodologies employed.'
Dr. C. Edward Meyers, Professor Emeritus of Psychology, University of Soutern California
`...this text is a must for all who are interested in mental retardation.'
Transcultural Psychiatric Research Review (1987)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Culture and Retardation: Life
Histories of Mildly Mentally Retarded Persons in American Society (Culture, Illness and Healing) book as
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there
is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Edward Brown:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book Culture and Retardation: Life Histories of Mildly Mentally Retarded Persons in
American Society (Culture, Illness and Healing) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Joseph Haner:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Culture and Retardation: Life Histories
of Mildly Mentally Retarded Persons in American Society (Culture, Illness and Healing) can give you a lot
of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone



more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Culture and Retardation: Life
Histories of Mildly Mentally Retarded Persons in American Society (Culture, Illness and Healing).

Mary Gonzalez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Culture and
Retardation: Life Histories of Mildly Mentally Retarded Persons in American Society (Culture, Illness and
Healing).
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