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Devil in a Blue Dress, a defining novel in Walter Mosley’s bestselling Easy
Rawlins mystery series, was adapted into a TriStar Pictures film starring Denzel
Washington as Easy Rawlins and Don Cheadle as Mouse.

Set in the late 1940s, in the African-American community of Watts, Los Angeles,
Devil in a Blue Dress follows Easy Rawlins, a black war veteran just fired from
his job at a defense plant. Easy is drinking in a friend's bar, wondering how he'll
meet his mortgage, when a white man in a linen suit walks in, offering good
money if Easy will simply locate Miss Daphne Monet, a blonde beauty known to
frequent black jazz clubs.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Walter Mosley's Easy Rawlins has few illusions about the world--at least not about the world of a young
black veteran in the late 1940s in Southern California. His stint in the Army didn't do anything to dissuade
him from his belief that justice doesn't come cheap, especially for men like him. "I thought there might be
some justice for a black man if he had money to grease it," Easy says. Fired from his job on the line at an
aircraft plant, he's in danger of losing his home, symbol of his tenuous hold on middle class status. That's a
good enough reason to accept a white man's offer to pay him for finding a beautiful, mysterious
Frenchwoman named Daphne Monet, last seen in the company of a well-known gangster. Easy's search takes
the reader to an L.A. few writers have shown us before--the mean streets of South Central, the after-hours
joints in dirty basement clubs, the cheap hotels and furnished rooms, the places people go when they don't
want to be found. Evocative of a past time, and told in a style that's reminiscent of Hammet and Chandler,
yet uniquely his own, Mosley's depiction of an inherently decent man in a violent world of intrigue and
corruption rang up big sales when it was published in 1990 (although the movie version, with Denzel
Washington as Easy, never found the audience it deserved). The minor characters are deftly and brilliantly
developed, especially Mouse, who saves Easy's life even as he draws him deeper into the mystery of Daphne
Monet. Like many of Mosley's characters, Mouse makes a return appearance in the succeeding Easy Rawlins
mysteries, such as A Red Death, Black Betty, and White Butterfly, every one of which is as good as Devil in a
Blue Dress, his first. --Jane Adams

From Publishers Weekly
Reissue of the first book in Moseley's Easy Rawlins mystery series, in which Easy is hired to track down a
woman who disappeared with someone else's money.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Ezekiel "Easy" Rawlins, a young, tough black veteran living in 1948 Los Angeles, only wants respect and
enough money to pay his mortgage. When fired from his factory job, however, he undertakes some paid
errands for a shady white mobster who wishes to locate a light-haired, blue-eyed beauty. As Easy plumbs his
usual hangouts for clues, he relays information to the mobster, runs afoul of the police, meets the mysterious
woman, discovers a murder, then investigates in self-defense. An unusually refreshing protagonist, slated for
further adventure, talented prose, and evocative, realistic descriptions of speech, manners, and social life
make this an exceptional and welcome addition.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Fox:

Devil in a Blue Dress (Easy Rawlins Mysteries (Paperback)) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing



Devil in a Blue Dress (Easy Rawlins Mysteries (Paperback)) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Tiara Garcia:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Devil in a Blue Dress (Easy Rawlins Mysteries (Paperback)) this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Nancy Brown:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Devil in a Blue Dress (Easy Rawlins Mysteries (Paperback)) was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.

Donald Chen:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book Devil in a Blue Dress (Easy Rawlins Mysteries (Paperback)). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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