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Jonathan Israel presents the first major reassessment of the Western
Enlightenment for a generation. Continuing the story he began in the best-selling
Radical Enlightenment , and now focusing his attention on the first half of the
eighteenth century, he returns to the original sources to offer a groundbreaking
new perspective on the nature and development of the most important currents in
modern thought.

Israel traces many of the core principles of Western modernity to their roots in
the social, political, and philosophical ferment of this period: the primacy of
reason, democracy, racial equality, feminism, religious toleration, sexual
emancipation, and freedom of expression. He emphasizes the dual character of
the Enlightenment, and the bitter struggle between on the one hand a generally
dominant, anti-democratic mainstream, supporting the monarchy, aristocracy,
and ecclesiastical authority, and on the other a largely repressed democratic,
republican, and "materialist" radical fringe. He also contends that the supposedly
separate French, British, German, Dutch, and Italian enlightenments interacted to
such a degree that their study in isolation gives a hopelessly distorted picture.

A work of dazzling and highly accessible scholarship, Enlightenment Contested
will be the definitive reference point for historians, philosophers, and anyone
engaged with this fascinating period of human development.
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Jonathan Israel presents the first major reassessment of the Western Enlightenment for a generation.
Continuing the story he began in the best-selling Radical Enlightenment , and now focusing his attention on
the first half of the eighteenth century, he returns to the original sources to offer a groundbreaking new
perspective on the nature and development of the most important currents in modern thought.

Israel traces many of the core principles of Western modernity to their roots in the social, political, and
philosophical ferment of this period: the primacy of reason, democracy, racial equality, feminism, religious
toleration, sexual emancipation, and freedom of expression. He emphasizes the dual character of the
Enlightenment, and the bitter struggle between on the one hand a generally dominant, anti-democratic
mainstream, supporting the monarchy, aristocracy, and ecclesiastical authority, and on the other a largely
repressed democratic, republican, and "materialist" radical fringe. He also contends that the supposedly
separate French, British, German, Dutch, and Italian enlightenments interacted to such a degree that their
study in isolation gives a hopelessly distorted picture.

A work of dazzling and highly accessible scholarship, Enlightenment Contested will be the definitive
reference point for historians, philosophers, and anyone engaged with this fascinating period of human
development.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Enlightenment Contested is full of wonderful things."--John Dunn, Literary Review

"Mr. Israel's groundbreaking interpretation looks to establish itself as the one to beat."--The Economist

"An enormously impressive piece of shcholarship. The breadth and depth of the author's reading are
breathtaking and Enlightenment Contested is set to become the definitive work for philosophers as well as
historians on this extraordinary period."--Keith Richmond, Tribune

About the Author

Jonathan Israel is Professor of Modern European History, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Gomez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the
Emancipation of Man 1670-1752. Try to face the book Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity,
and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So
, let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Linda Mays:

The book untitled Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-
1752 contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.



Alfred Leahy:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man
1670-1752 this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all
of you.

Ralph Wood:

Beside that Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Enlightenment Contested:
Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item?
Find this book and read it from at this point!
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