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Thomas Reid (1710-1796) is increasingly seen as a philosopher of lasting
importance and as a central figure in the Scottish Enlightenment. Intellectual
Powers is his greatest work. It covers far more philosophical ground than the
earlier, more popular Inquiry. Intellectual Powers and its companion volume,
Essays on the Active Powers of Man, constitute the fullest, most original
presentation of the philosophy of Common Sense. In this work Reid provides
acutely critical discussions of an impressive array of thinkers but especially of
David Hume. In Reid's view, Hume had driven a deep tendency in modern
philosophy to its ultimate conclusion by creating a phantom-world of 'ideas' that
spring from objects of observation. On this account, the self is a conglomeration
of perceived ideas; the will, as the source of action, is nothing but the balance of
passionate impulses. Reid's Common Sense philosophy responds to these
problems by suggesting that skeptics such as Hume unavoidably affirm what they
purport to deny--namely, the existence of a stable external world, of other minds,
of the continuity of their own minds, and of their own and other people's ability
to ascribe and accept responsibility for actions. We can understand all of these
things by proper empirical observation and philosophical analysis of the activity
of the mind. Reid's major positive contribution to philosophy is a detailed
account of the various innate powers of the mind. This is the only properly
established text. It is accompanied by Reid's manuscript lectures on the nature
and immortality of the soul as well as helpful editorial annotations and an
introduction, making it useful to a wide variety of readers.
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Thomas Reid (1710-1796) is increasingly seen as a philosopher of lasting importance and as a central figure
in the Scottish Enlightenment. Intellectual Powers is his greatest work. It covers far more philosophical
ground than the earlier, more popular Inquiry. Intellectual Powers and its companion volume, Essays on the
Active Powers of Man, constitute the fullest, most original presentation of the philosophy of Common Sense.
In this work Reid provides acutely critical discussions of an impressive array of thinkers but especially of
David Hume. In Reid's view, Hume had driven a deep tendency in modern philosophy to its ultimate
conclusion by creating a phantom-world of 'ideas' that spring from objects of observation. On this account,
the self is a conglomeration of perceived ideas; the will, as the source of action, is nothing but the balance of
passionate impulses. Reid's Common Sense philosophy responds to these problems by suggesting that
skeptics such as Hume unavoidably affirm what they purport to deny--namely, the existence of a stable
external world, of other minds, of the continuity of their own minds, and of their own and other people's
ability to ascribe and accept responsibility for actions. We can understand all of these things by proper
empirical observation and philosophical analysis of the activity of the mind. Reid's major positive
contribution to philosophy is a detailed account of the various innate powers of the mind. This is the only
properly established text. It is accompanied by Reid's manuscript lectures on the nature and immortality of
the soul as well as helpful editorial annotations and an introduction, making it useful to a wide variety of
readers.
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Editorial Review

Review
Derek R. Brookes' new annotated edition of Reid's Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man is, therefore,
both timely and welcome. --Paul Stanistreet, Philosophy in Review

Regarding this new edition, not enough can be said briefly in its favor. --Daniel N. Robinson, Review of
Metaphysics

At once it should be said how pleasurable it is to read Reid's words in this new typography. . . . It is anyway
fitting that the work of a philosopher whose relevance to present-day debate is increasingly recognized by
dignified but uncluttered modern layout. But more specifically the line numbers on every page of this new
text give Reid scholars something very useful that they have never had before. . . . At all events the
publication of these manuscripts opens up new areas of debate, and further unpublished material--some of it
germane to EIPM--is promised as a supplement to the new critical edition of the Essays on the Active
Powers. The Edinburgh edition is building into a magnificent series, and Thomas Reid's present and future
readers have every reason to be grateful to its editors. --Philip de Bary, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

Regarding this new edition, not enough can be said briefly in its favor. --Daniel N. Robinson, Review of
Metaphysics

At once it should be said how pleasurable it is to read Reid's words in this new typography. . . . It is anyway
fitting that the work of a philosopher whose relevance to present-day debate is increasingly recognized by
dignified but uncluttered modern layout. But more specifically the line numbers on every page of this new
text give Reid scholars something very useful that they have never had before. . . . At all events the
publication of these manuscripts opens up new areas of debate, and further unpublished material--some of it
germane to EIPM--is promised as a supplement to the new critical edition of the Essays on the Active
Powers. The Edinburgh edition is building into a magnificent series, and Thomas Reid's present and future
readers have every reason to be grateful to its editors. --Philip de Bary, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author
Derek R. Brookes is the editor of Thomas Reid's Inquiry into the Human Mind on the Principles of Common
Sense (Penn State, 1997). He has a Ph.D. in philosophy from the Australian National University. Knud
Haakonssen is Professor of Philosophy at Boston University and the General Editor of the Edinburgh Edition
of Thomas Reid.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Derek Wire:

The book Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man: A Critical Edition (Edinborgh Edition of Thomas Reid)
(Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a good thing like a book Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man: A Critical Edition



(Edinborgh Edition of Thomas Reid) (Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid)? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man: A Critical Edition
(Edinborgh Edition of Thomas Reid) (Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid) has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jeffrey Haller:

Here thing why this Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man: A Critical Edition (Edinborgh Edition of
Thomas Reid) (Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man: A Critical Edition (Edinborgh Edition of
Thomas Reid) (Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid) giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Essays on the Intellectual Powers of
Man: A Critical Edition (Edinborgh Edition of Thomas Reid) (Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid). It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man: A Critical Edition (Edinborgh Edition of Thomas Reid)
(Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid) in e-book can be your substitute.

Aaron Ryan:

Often the book Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man: A Critical Edition (Edinborgh Edition of Thomas
Reid) (Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this
book.

John Cotton:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Essays on the Intellectual Powers of
Man: A Critical Edition (Edinborgh Edition of Thomas Reid) (Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid) to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
available a book and study it. Beside that the guide Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man: A Critical
Edition (Edinborgh Edition of Thomas Reid) (Edinburgh Edition of Thomas Reid) can to be your new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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