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Drawing on ancient historical writings, the vast array of information gleaned in
recent years from the study of Hellenistic coins, and startling archaeological
evidence newly unearthed in Afghanistan, Frank L. Holt sets out to rediscover
the ancient civilization of Bactria. In a gripping narrative informed by the

author’ s deep knowledge of his subject, this book coverstwo centuries of
Bactria's history, from its colonization by remnants of Alexander the Great’s
army to the kingdom'’s collapse at the time of a devastating series of nomadic
invasions. Beginning with the few tantalizing traces |eft behind when the *empire
of athousand cities' vanished, Holt takes up that trail and follows the remarkable
and sometimes perilous journey of rediscovery.

Lost World of the Ancient King describes how a single bit of evidence—a Greek
coin—launched a search that drew explorersto the region occupied by the
tumultuous warring tribes of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Afghanistan.
Coin by coin, king by king, the history of Bactriawas reconstructed using the
emerging methodol ogies of numismatics. In the twentieth century, extraordinary
ancient texts added to the evidence. Finally, one of the ‘thousand cities was
discovered and excavated, revealing an opulent palace, treasury, temple, and
other buildings. Though these great discoveries soon fell victim to the Afghan
political crisisthat continues today, this book provides athrilling chronicle of the
search for one of the world’s most enigmatic empires.
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Drawing on ancient historical writings, the vast array of information gleaned in recent years from the study
of Hellenistic coins, and startling archaeological evidence newly unearthed in Afghanistan, Frank L. Holt
sets out to rediscover the ancient civilization of Bactria. In a gripping narrative informed by the author’s
deep knowledge of his subject, this book coverstwo centuries of Bactria's history, from its col onization by
remnants of Alexander the Great’s army to the kingdom'’ s collapse at the time of a devastating series of
nomadic invasions. Beginning with the few tantalizing traces left behind when the ‘empire of a thousand
cities' vanished, Holt takes up that trail and follows the remarkable and sometimes perilous journey of
rediscovery.

Lost World of the Ancient King describes how a single bit of evidence—a Greek coin—Ilaunched a search
that drew explorers to the region occupied by the tumultuous warring tribes of eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century Afghanistan. Coin by coin, king by king, the history of Bactria was reconstructed using the emerging
methodol ogies of numismatics. In the twentieth century, extraordinary ancient texts added to the evidence.
Finally, one of the ‘thousand cities’ was discovered and excavated, revealing an opulent palace, treasury,
temple, and other buildings. Though these great discoveries soon fell victim to the Afghan political crisis that
continues today, this book provides athrilling chronicle of the search for one of the world’'s most enigmatic
empires.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Holt has done a service in summarizing the scholarship about this outpost of Hellenism. Well written [and]
of interest. . . . Recommended.”
(K. W. Harl, Tulane University Choice 2013-04-19)

From the Inside Flap

"Delightful and learned, and written in a crisp and vigorous style, this book will be read with great interest
and profit by both scholars and general readers.”

—Stanley Burstein, author of The Reign of Cleopatra
About the Author

Frank L. Holt, Professor of History at the University of Houston, is the author of Into the Land of Bones,
Alexander the Great and the Mystery of the Elephant Medallions, and Thundering Zeus, al published by UC
Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
MikeYerkes:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Lost World of the Golden King: In Search of
Ancient Afghanistan. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how isimportant a book Lost World of the Golden King: In Search of Ancient Afghanistan. Y ou can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel uninterested to
gotothelibrary. Let's study.

Shawn Midkiff:

The book Lost World of the Golden King: In Search of Ancient Afghanistan will bring that you the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain theideais very unique. Should you try to find
new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Lost World of the Golden King: In Search of
Ancient Afghanistan is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.



Stacey Samuels:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more timeto be study. Lost World of the Golden King: In Search of Ancient Afghanistan can
be your answer asit can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Babby Miller:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Lost
World of the Golden King: In Search of Ancient Afghanistan.
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