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Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are high profile actors in the field of
international development, both as providers of services to vulnerable individuals
and communities and as campaigning policy advocates. This book provides a
critical introduction to the wide-ranging topic of NGOs and development.
Written by two authors with more than twenty years experience of research and
practice in the field, the book combines a critical overview of the main research
literature with a set of up-to-date theoretical and practical insights drawn from
experience in Asia, Europe, Africa and elsewhere. It highlights the importance of
NGOs in development, but it also engages fully with the criticisms that the
increased profile of NGOs in development now attracts.

Non-Governmental Organizations and Development begins with a discussion of
the wide diversity of NGOs and their roles, and locates their recent rise to
prominence within broader histories of struggle as well as within the ideological
context of neo-liberalism. It then moves on to analyze how interest in NGOs has
both reflected and informed wider theoretical trends and debates within
development studies, before analyzing NGOs and their practices, using a broad
range of short case studies of successful and unsuccessful interventions. David
Lewis and Nazneen Kanji then moves on to describe the ways in which NGOs
are increasingly important in relation to ideas and debates about ‘civil society’,
globalization and the changing ideas and practices of international aid. The book
argues that NGOs are now central to development theory and practice and are
likely to remain important actors in development in the years to come. In order to
appreciate the issues raised by their increasing diversity and complexity, the
authors conclude that it is necessary to deploy a historically and theoretically
informed perspective.

This critical overview will be useful to students of development studies at
undergraduate and masters levels, as well as to more general readers and
practitioners. The format of the book includes figures, photographs and case
studies as well as reader material in the form of summary points and questions.
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Despite the growing importance of the topic, no single short, up-to-date book
exists that sets out the main issues in the form of a clearly written, academically-
informed text: until now.
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Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are high profile actors in the field of international development,
both as providers of services to vulnerable individuals and communities and as campaigning policy
advocates. This book provides a critical introduction to the wide-ranging topic of NGOs and development.
Written by two authors with more than twenty years experience of research and practice in the field, the book
combines a critical overview of the main research literature with a set of up-to-date theoretical and practical
insights drawn from experience in Asia, Europe, Africa and elsewhere. It highlights the importance of NGOs
in development, but it also engages fully with the criticisms that the increased profile of NGOs in
development now attracts.

Non-Governmental Organizations and Development begins with a discussion of the wide diversity of NGOs
and their roles, and locates their recent rise to prominence within broader histories of struggle as well as
within the ideological context of neo-liberalism. It then moves on to analyze how interest in NGOs has both
reflected and informed wider theoretical trends and debates within development studies, before analyzing
NGOs and their practices, using a broad range of short case studies of successful and unsuccessful
interventions. David Lewis and Nazneen Kanji then moves on to describe the ways in which NGOs are
increasingly important in relation to ideas and debates about ‘civil society’, globalization and the changing
ideas and practices of international aid. The book argues that NGOs are now central to development theory
and practice and are likely to remain important actors in development in the years to come. In order to
appreciate the issues raised by their increasing diversity and complexity, the authors conclude that it is
necessary to deploy a historically and theoretically informed perspective.

This critical overview will be useful to students of development studies at undergraduate and masters levels,
as well as to more general readers and practitioners. The format of the book includes figures, photographs
and case studies as well as reader material in the form of summary points and questions. Despite the growing
importance of the topic, no single short, up-to-date book exists that sets out the main issues in the form of a
clearly written, academically-informed text: until now.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Lewis & Kanji have given us the most comprehensive overview of the work of development NGOs
produced to date and this book contains more practical insights into the activities of development NGOs than
available in any other single text. Wonderfully sensitive to the diversity of NGOs, the book is full of nuanced
summaries and perceptive insights. It should become required reading for every development NGO from the
Chief Executive down to the newest intern."                                                                                 Dr Gerard
Clarke, Swansea University, UK

"This essential introduction to NGOs will be of interest to both students and practitioners. The authors
provide an accessible and scholarly account of what remains one of the most significant development
phenomena of recent decades."                                                 Diana Mitlin, University of Manchester, UK

About the Author

David Lewis teaches in the Department of Social policy at the London School of Economics, where he has
specialised in development policy issues in South Asia, with a particular focus on Bangladesh. An
anthropologist by background, he is co-author with Katy Gardner of Anthropology, Development and the
Postmodern Challenge (Pluto, 1996), and author of The Management of Non-Governmental Development
Organizations (Routledge, 2007).

Nazneen Kanji is director of a research programme on ‘quality of life’ at the Aga Khan Development
Network. She has specialised in gender, livelihoods and social policy, with extensive policy research,
consultancy and field experience in Africa and Asia. She is the author of Cashing in on Cashew Nuts:
Women Producers and Factory Workers in Mozambique in M. Carr (ed) Chains of Fortune: Linking Women
Producers and Workers with Global Markets (Commonwealth Secretariat, London. 2004) and co-editor of
Poverty Reduction: What role for the State in Today’s Globalised Economy? (Zed Press, 2001)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

The book Non-Governmental Organizations and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make examining a book Non-Governmental Organizations and Development
(Routledge Perspectives on Development) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open and read a book Non-Governmental Organizations and Development (Routledge
Perspectives on Development). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia



or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Lori Thomas:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Non-Governmental
Organizations and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development). All type of book could you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Cindy Moats:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing, they also
doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Non-Governmental Organizations
and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development).

Rose Ibarra:

Beside this Non-Governmental Organizations and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development)
in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Non-Governmental Organizations and Development (Routledge
Perspectives on Development) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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