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The third in a trilogy of novels-the other two being Aalahayude Pennmakkal
(1999) which won a Central Sahitya Akademi Award, and Maatathi (2001)-
Othappu is set in the Kerala Christian community, which splits broadly into
Roman Catholics, Syrian Christians, and Charismatics who emphasize free
worship and faith-healing.
l Othappu (2003), the winner of two State-level awards, raises important issues
revolving around a self-consciously religious society: the role of piety,
spirituality, family, sexuality, and the freedom of the individual or the lack of it.
Peppered and layered with Biblical quotations and allusions, and carrying echoes
and subtexts that parallel events in the New Testament, the novel gives us rare
glimpses of Malayali Christian society. Literally meaning outrage or scandal
directly linked with breaking sexual codes of behavior, Othappu is a crucial text
chiefly because the socio-psychological implications of convent-life, and its
contradictions and conflicts, have rarely been discussed in Indian fiction; nor has
female subjectivity in the Malayali Christian culturescape been made available in
English before. As Sara Joseph tunnels into the lives of her characters, the
conclusion shows people up for who they really are, and what they are prepared
to bear, in support of their actions. Othappu (2003), the winner of two State-level
awards, raises important issues revolving around a self-consciously religious
society: the role of piety, spirituality, family, sexuality, and the freedom of the
individual or the lack of it. Peppered and layered with Biblical quotations and
allusions, and carrying echoes and subtexts that parallel events in the New
Testament, the novel gives us rare glimpses of Malayali Christian society.
Literally meaning outrage or scandal directly linked with breaking sexual codes
of behavior, Othappu is a crucial text chiefly because the socio-psychological
implications of convent-life, and its contradictions and conflicts, have rarely been
discussed in Indian fiction; nor has female subjectivity in the Malayali Christian
culturescape been made available in English before. As Sara Joseph tunnels into
the lives of her characters, the conclusion shows people up for who they really
are, and what they are prepared to bear, in support of their actions.

The current edition includes an insightful introduction by Jancy James, a
discussion of the many meanings of Othappu by Paul Zacharia and an interview
with the author. The novel will appeal to students and scholars of Indian
literature in general and Malayalam literature in particular, comparative
literature, gender studies, cultural studies, as well as general readers.
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The third in a trilogy of novels-the other two being Aalahayude Pennmakkal (1999) which won a Central
Sahitya Akademi Award, and Maatathi (2001)-Othappu is set in the Kerala Christian community, which
splits broadly into Roman Catholics, Syrian Christians, and Charismatics who emphasize free worship and
faith-healing.
l Othappu (2003), the winner of two State-level awards, raises important issues revolving around a self-
consciously religious society: the role of piety, spirituality, family, sexuality, and the freedom of the
individual or the lack of it. Peppered and layered with Biblical quotations and allusions, and carrying echoes
and subtexts that parallel events in the New Testament, the novel gives us rare glimpses of Malayali
Christian society. Literally meaning outrage or scandal directly linked with breaking sexual codes of
behavior, Othappu is a crucial text chiefly because the socio-psychological implications of convent-life, and
its contradictions and conflicts, have rarely been discussed in Indian fiction; nor has female subjectivity in
the Malayali Christian culturescape been made available in English before. As Sara Joseph tunnels into the
lives of her characters, the conclusion shows people up for who they really are, and what they are prepared to
bear, in support of their actions. Othappu (2003), the winner of two State-level awards, raises important
issues revolving around a self-consciously religious society: the role of piety, spirituality, family, sexuality,
and the freedom of the individual or the lack of it. Peppered and layered with Biblical quotations and
allusions, and carrying echoes and subtexts that parallel events in the New Testament, the novel gives us rare
glimpses of Malayali Christian society. Literally meaning outrage or scandal directly linked with breaking
sexual codes of behavior, Othappu is a crucial text chiefly because the socio-psychological implications of
convent-life, and its contradictions and conflicts, have rarely been discussed in Indian fiction; nor has female
subjectivity in the Malayali Christian culturescape been made available in English before. As Sara Joseph
tunnels into the lives of her characters, the conclusion shows people up for who they really are, and what
they are prepared to bear, in support of their actions.

The current edition includes an insightful introduction by Jancy James, a discussion of the many meanings of
Othappu by Paul Zacharia and an interview with the author. The novel will appeal to students and scholars of
Indian literature in general and Malayalam literature in particular, comparative literature, gender studies,
cultural studies, as well as general readers.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sara Joseph, a leading literary figure, has been instrumental in founding the later twentieth century feminist
movement in Kerala. Her published works include Aalahayude Pennmakkal (1999), winner of the Central
Sahitya Akademi Award for Malayalam literature and Maatathi (2001). Valson Thampu (translator) is a
priest of the Church of North India and Principal of St Stephen's College, Delhi. He has to his credit more
than 400 articles on politics and socio-cultural issues and ten publications on spirituality and religion.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katie Barry:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Othappu: The Scent of the
Other Side. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Margaret Velasquez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Othappu: The Scent of the Other Side can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by a person who have those short time problems.

Kristi Jones:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Othappu: The Scent of the Other Side can give you
a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Othappu: The Scent of the Other Side.



Leonard Vega:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Othappu: The Scent of the Other
Side as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those books
are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Othappu: The Scent of the Other Side to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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