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Tragedy, including grief, pain and suffering, is a common theme in Shakespeare's
plays, often leading to the death of at least one character, if not several. Yet such
themes can also be found in Shakespearian plays which are classed as comedies,
or histories. What is it which makes a Shakespearian tragedy, and what dramatic
themes and conventions did the bard draw upon when writing them?

In this Very Short Introduction Stanley Wells considers what is meant by the
word 'tragedy', and discusses nine of Shakespeare's iconic tragic plays. He
explores how the early definitions and theoretical discussions of the concept of
tragedy in Shakespeare's time would have influenced these plays, along with the
literary influence of Seneca. Wells also considers Shakespeare's uses of the word
'tragedy' itself, analysing whether he had any overall concept of the genre in
relation to the drama, and looking at the ways in which the theatrical conventions
of his time shaped his plays, such as the use of boy players in women's roles and
the physical structures of the playhouses. Offering a critical analysis of each of
the nine plays in turn, Wells concludes by discussing why tragedy is regarded as
fit subject for entertainment, and what it is about tragic plays that audiences find
so enjoyable.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
... probably never - against the backdrop of so much literary, and other noise, today - has there ever been a
greater need for short summaries of such works in an attempt to reach new audiences. So, from King Lear, to
Antony and Cleopatra to Macbeth and Hamlet, et. al, the rudiments of all ten tragedies are condensed into
just half a dozen pocket-sized pages each. Probably not for the connoiseur but much more likely for reluctant
newbies still mystified by all the fuss. * Screentrade Magazine *

About the Author

Stanley Wells is Honorary President of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, Professor Emeritus at the
University of Birmingham, and the author of a number of books about Shakespeare, including Shakespeare,
Sex, and Love (OUP, 2010), Shakespeare and Co (Penguin, 2007), and William Shakespeare: A Very Short
Introduction (OUP, 2015). He is General Editor of the Oxford Shakespeare and Penguin Shakespeare and the
co-editor of Shakespeare Beyond Doubt: Evidence, Argument, Controversy (Cambridge University Press,
2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Hinojosa:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Robert Stratton:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Shakespeare's
Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) suitable to you? Often the book was written
by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions)is the main one of several books which everyone read now. That
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that
you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world on this book.



Gary Johnson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
e-book.

Richard King:

The book untitled Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice examine.
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