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Samuel Reshevsky is the ideal person to write a book on positional play because
that was exactly the way he played: positionally. Reshevsky preferred to crush
his opponents slowly, like a python, rather than to win with a blaze of tactics.
Reshevsky was capable of great tactics, but felt it easier and more secure just to
win by the slow build-up, gaining small advantages and then waiting for the
opponent to throw himself on the sword with a brash counter-attack. The
disadvantage is this takes a long time and most of the games in this book are
long, but that makes them more instructive. A game won by sharp tactics does
not teach much, unless that exact tactic arises again. The slow build-up that
Reshevsky specialized in can be repeated again and again to bring home the point
every time. Reshevsky goes through positional values, such as open files,
avoidance of doubled pawns, consequences of weak pawns, bad bishops,
unsupported pawn chains, blockade vs. breakthrough, using minority attacks,
passed pawns in the middle game and rooks behind passed pawns. In each of
these cases, he uses a top level grandmaster game to illustrate it, showing how
the greatest players use these motifs to win their games at the highest levels.
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Samuel Reshevsky is the ideal person to write a book on positional play because that was exactly the way he
played: positionally. Reshevsky preferred to crush his opponents slowly, like a python, rather than to win
with a blaze of tactics. Reshevsky was capable of great tactics, but felt it easier and more secure just to win
by the slow build-up, gaining small advantages and then waiting for the opponent to throw himself on the
sword with a brash counter-attack. The disadvantage is this takes a long time and most of the games in this
book are long, but that makes them more instructive. A game won by sharp tactics does not teach much,
unless that exact tactic arises again. The slow build-up that Reshevsky specialized in can be repeated again
and again to bring home the point every time. Reshevsky goes through positional values, such as open files,
avoidance of doubled pawns, consequences of weak pawns, bad bishops, unsupported pawn chains, blockade
vs. breakthrough, using minority attacks, passed pawns in the middle game and rooks behind passed pawns.
In each of these cases, he uses a top level grandmaster game to illustrate it, showing how the greatest players
use these motifs to win their games at the highest levels.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Samuel Reshevsky was born in Ozorkow, Poland on November 26, 1911. Most chess players reach their
peak at age 30. It was Reshevsky's misfortune that he reached his peak during the World War II years, when
he was probably the strongest player in the world. He played in the World Championship tournament in 1948
and in the Candidates Tournament in Zurich 1953. In both events, there were rumors and reports of collusion
by the Soviets to prevent Reshevsky from winning the world championship, which he probably would have
won in a fair contest. Fischer is quoted as saying that Reshevsky was the strongest player in the world and
would have easily defeated World Champion Botvinnik in a match. However, Reshevsky never got the
chance. There is no doubt at all that Reshevsky was the strongest USA player. He won the US championship
seven times, in 1936, 1938, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1946 and 1969. Reshevsky remained a world class player
even after he had passed 60 years old. He even won a game in Moscow against Smyslov in 1991 when
Reshevsky was 80 years old. He defeated Grandmaster and US Chess Champion Larry Christiansen just a
few months before he died. He died on April 4, 1992 at age 81. You will see in this book his wins against
some of the strongest players in the world when he was elderly. This is an advantage to the positional style of
play. Playing positionally correct moves does not require a calculation of specific tactics. Thus, it can lead to
wins even if the player is not tactically sharp. Reshevsky proved this again and again. He started his career as
the greatest child prodigy in chess history, playing nearly master strength chess when he was eight years old.
He went on a tour first of Europe and then America, giving simultaneous chess exhibitions against adults and
winning almost every game. As a 9-year old, his first American simultaneous exhibition was with 20 officers
and cadets at the Military Academy at West Point. The photo of him playing in this exhibition is one of the
most famous in chess history. He won 19 games and drew one. He toured the country and played over 1,500
games as a 9-year old in simultaneous exhibitions and only lost 8 games.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Muriel Colvard:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Art of Positional Play in Chess.

Edda Allen:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Art of Positional Play in
Chess will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal



book with you?

Betty Johnston:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled The Art of Positional Play in Chess can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Robert Bryant:

The book untitled The Art of Positional Play in Chess contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new
era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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