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Esther de Waal, one of Celtic Christianity's preeminent scholars, shows how this
tradition of worship draws on both the pre-Christian past and on the fullness of
the Gospel. It is also an enlightening glimpse at the history, folklore, and liturgy
of the Celtic people.

Esther de Waal introduces readers to monastic prayer and praise (the foundation
stone of Celtic Christianity), early Irish litanies, medieval Welsh praise poems,
and the wealth of blessings derived from an oral tradition that made prayer a part
of daily life. Through this invigorating book, readers enter a world in which ritual
and rhythm, nature and seasons, images and symbols play an essential role. A
welcome contrast to modern worship, Celtic prayer is liberating and, like a living
spring, forever fresh.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Historian and retreat leader de Waal explores the rich legacy of Celtic songs, poems, prayers, and blessings
that grew out of the dynamic meeting of Christian monasticism with an older, communal way of life ordered
by kinship, a rural sense of place, the pattern of the seasons, and the cycles of birth and death. The author
does a fine job tracing the strands that make Celtic Christianity compelling and unique. An important
addition to Celtic literature for both general readers and specialists.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"In what will undoubtedly be a classic on Celtic spirituality and prayer, Esther de Waal leads her readers to a
rediscovery of the beauty and richness of the Celtic way of life."
--Rosemary Rader, OSB

"What Esther has written is superb, because the combination of Esther's own spirituality and early Celtic
spirituality is bound to be superb...I have read every word slowly, carefully, enjoying, being nourished. It
isn't just that Celtic spirituality with its loving immediacy is appealing, it is that it is necessary at this time of
violence and indifference and greed in the Western world. It can, indeed, be our salvation."
--Madeleine L'Engle

"Esther de Waal's unique contribution to Celtic Christian studies is that she is never outside her subject. Her
constant ability to apply the life of those earlier centuries to her own devotional life makes it possible for
those of us who read her to encounter those people in such a way that their Christian journey can become
food and drink for us in the hunger and thirst of our own century."
--Herbert O'Driscoll, author of A Doorway in Time

"A rich tapestry of learning, personal experience of prayer, empathy with monastic endeavor and a real
understanding of what inspiration is needed by so many of the laity also in their journey of Christian prayer
today."
--Patrick Barry, OSB, Abbot of Ampleforth Abbey

From the Publisher
To explore and recover the Celtic roots of Christianity is to reclaim a forgotten heritage, one that will deepen
and enrich our vision of the Christian faith. This book shows how the Celtic way of prayer draws on both the
pre-Christian past and on the fullness of the Gospel. Also woven into the book is the liturgy, folklore, and
history of the Celtic people. Here is prayer with the whole of one's self.

Esther de Waal introduces the reader to monastic prayer and praise (the foundation stone of Celtic
Christianity), to early Irish litanies, to medieval Welsh praise poems, to the wealth of blessings that come
from the oral tradition that made praying a part of daily living. We discover that this is not a dead tradition
but a living spring, ancient and yet always new.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roseann Flowers:

This book untitled The Celtic Way of Prayer: The Recovery of the Religious Imagination to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Katherin Buerger:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book The Celtic Way of Prayer: The Recovery of the Religious
Imagination it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book has high quality.

Angela Yoder:

The book untitled The Celtic Way of Prayer: The Recovery of the Religious Imagination contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice go through.

Irene Gamino:

Beside this particular The Celtic Way of Prayer: The Recovery of the Religious Imagination in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Celtic Way of Prayer: The Recovery of the Religious Imagination because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read
it from now!
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