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The never-before-told story of one of the most decorated units in the war in
Afghanistan and its fifteen-month ordeal that culminated in the 2008 Battle
of Wanat, the war's deadliest

A single company of US paratroopers--calling themselves the "Chosen Few"--
arrived in eastern Afghanistan in late 2007 hoping to win the hearts and minds of
the remote mountain people and extend the Afghan government's reach into this
wilderness. Instead, they spent the next fifteen months in a desperate struggle,
living under almost continuous attack, forced into a slow and grinding
withdrawal, and always outnumbered by Taliban fighters descending on them
from all sides.

Month after month, rocket-propelled grenades, rockets, and machine-gun fire
poured down on the isolated and exposed paratroopers as America's focus and
military resources shifted to Iraq. Just weeks before the paratroopers were to go
home, they faced their last--and toughest--fight. Near the village of Wanat in
Nuristan province, an estimated three hundred enemy fighters surrounded about
fifty of the Chosen Few and others defending a partially finished combat base.
Nine died and more than two dozen were wounded that day in July 2008, making
it arguably the bloodiest battle of the war in Afghanistan.

The Chosen Few would return home tempered by war. Two among them would
receive the Medal of Honor. All of them would be forever changed.
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The never-before-told story of one of the most decorated units in the war in Afghanistan and its
fifteen-month ordeal that culminated in the 2008 Battle of Wanat, the war's deadliest

A single company of US paratroopers--calling themselves the "Chosen Few"--arrived in eastern Afghanistan
in late 2007 hoping to win the hearts and minds of the remote mountain people and extend the Afghan
government's reach into this wilderness. Instead, they spent the next fifteen months in a desperate struggle,
living under almost continuous attack, forced into a slow and grinding withdrawal, and always outnumbered
by Taliban fighters descending on them from all sides.

Month after month, rocket-propelled grenades, rockets, and machine-gun fire poured down on the isolated
and exposed paratroopers as America's focus and military resources shifted to Iraq. Just weeks before the
paratroopers were to go home, they faced their last--and toughest--fight. Near the village of Wanat in
Nuristan province, an estimated three hundred enemy fighters surrounded about fifty of the Chosen Few and
others defending a partially finished combat base. Nine died and more than two dozen were wounded that
day in July 2008, making it arguably the bloodiest battle of the war in Afghanistan.

The Chosen Few would return home tempered by war. Two among them would receive the Medal of Honor.
All of them would be forever changed.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Historians and journalist have penned many books about what Tom Brokaw dubbed 'the greatest generation'
those men who came from simple lives to the battlefields of World War II and left a sense that those kinds of
men no longer walk among us. Zoroya makes the case that that assumption is entirely incorrect, that we
indeed have a new generation of heroic men who fight to overcome the overwhelming odds that are thrown
against them."
?My Big Honkin Blog

"A searing account of war in Afghanistan...A remarkable story, whose telling raises myriad questions
without resorting to polemics. It is unlikely that those who read it will ever utter the phrase, 'Thank you for
your service,' quite the same way again...A gripping, exhaustively reported account of modern
warfare...[Zoroya] cuts through the fog of war...Zoroya delivers the adrenaline of combat right to the reader's
easy chair. His prose is direct and clear, and never upstages the action. He also brings the warriors to life,
chronicling their trials and triumphs."
?USA Today

"The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are now producing their own volumes, and this is one of the better
ones...Well-researched...The book does an excellent job of telling the entire story of the action...As one of
the most highly decorated units in Army history, these men, many of them from broken families and rough
backgrounds, are worthy successors to Band of Brothers from previous generations of American fighting
men."
?New York Journal of Books

"Riveting and heart-rending...Highly recommended for both personal and public library
collections."?Midwest Book Review

"The gripping, often heartbreaking story of Chosen Company's time in the Waygal Valley...In a style
reminiscent of Stephen Ambrose's Band of Brothers, Zoroya takes readers beyond the blood and sweat of
close combat and into the hearts and minds of the soldiers themselves. The result is an intensely personal and
heart-wrenching tale of courage, love, and loss...a vivid portrait of America's war in Afghanistan...brutally
honest in the telling, in a way that will affect readers deeply...The Chosen Few is an exceptional book...as
revealing as it is enthralling. For military readers, The Chosen Few is a 'must read'; few books are as
insightful, especially with respect to the character, courage, and commitment of those fighting for the future
of Afghanistan. For readers with preconceived notions of what it means to engage in the 'forever war,' this
book is a necessary addition to the bookshelf."?Military Review

"A vivid military story [that] needed telling."?Midwest Book Review

"[Zoroya] has given life to Chosen Company's story. His book...offers a personal look at what the Army
soldiers endured in Afghanistan's remote Waigal Valley."

?West Central Tribune



"Reveal[s] much about the chaos of close combat and the brotherhood of men under fire."
?Military Officer

About the Author
Gregg Zoroya is an award-winning journalist at USA Today, where he has written about the impact of war
on troops and issues related to the care of veterans. He has traveled nearly twenty times into war zones in the
Middle East and South Asia and has recently joined the editorial board for USA Today. Zoroya lives near
Washington, DC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Chosen Few: A Company of Paratroopers and Its Heroic
Struggle to Survive in the Mountains of Afghanistan book is readable simply by you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with The Chosen Few: A
Company of Paratroopers and Its Heroic Struggle to Survive in the Mountains of Afghanistan content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Chosen Few: A Company
of Paratroopers and Its Heroic Struggle to Survive in the Mountains of Afghanistan is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Martina Barton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Chosen Few: A Company of
Paratroopers and Its Heroic Struggle to Survive in the Mountains of Afghanistan e-book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Chosen Few: A Company of Paratroopers and Its
Heroic Struggle to Survive in the Mountains of Afghanistan as good book not merely by the cover but also
by content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Maria Lamotte:

Beside this specific The Chosen Few: A Company of Paratroopers and Its Heroic Struggle to Survive in the
Mountains of Afghanistan in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Chosen Few: A Company of
Paratroopers and Its Heroic Struggle to Survive in the Mountains of Afghanistan because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here



cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book
as well as read it from now!

Miranda Durkee:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Chosen Few: A Company
of Paratroopers and Its Heroic Struggle to Survive in the Mountains of Afghanistan can give you a lot of
close friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Chosen Few: A Company of Paratroopers
and Its Heroic Struggle to Survive in the Mountains of Afghanistan.
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