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Common stereotypes portray black fathers as being largely absent from their
families. Yet while black fathers are less likely than white and Hispanic fathers to
marry their child's mother, many continue to parent through cohabitation and
visitation, providing caretaking, financial, and other in-kind support.

This volume captures the meaning and practice of black fatherhood in its many
manifestations, exploring two-parent families, cohabitation, single custodial
fathering, stepfathering, noncustodial visitation, and parenting by extended
family members and friends. Contributors examine ways that black men perceive
and decipher their parenting responsibilities, paying careful attention to
psychosocial, economic, and political factors that affect the ability to parent.
Chapters compare the diversity of African American fatherhood with negative
portrayals in politics, academia, and literature and, through qualitative analysis
and original profiles, illustrate the struggle and intent of many black fathers to be
responsible caregivers. This collection also includes interviews with daughters of
absent fathers and concludes with the effects of certain policy decisions on
responsible parenting.
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Common stereotypes portray black fathers as being largely absent from their families. Yet while black
fathers are less likely than white and Hispanic fathers to marry their child's mother, many continue to parent
through cohabitation and visitation, providing caretaking, financial, and other in-kind support.

This volume captures the meaning and practice of black fatherhood in its many manifestations, exploring
two-parent families, cohabitation, single custodial fathering, stepfathering, noncustodial visitation, and
parenting by extended family members and friends. Contributors examine ways that black men perceive and
decipher their parenting responsibilities, paying careful attention to psychosocial, economic, and political
factors that affect the ability to parent. Chapters compare the diversity of African American fatherhood with
negative portrayals in politics, academia, and literature and, through qualitative analysis and original profiles,
illustrate the struggle and intent of many black fathers to be responsible caregivers. This collection also
includes interviews with daughters of absent fathers and concludes with the effects of certain policy
decisions on responsible parenting.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book demonstrates the gap in positive procreative stories of responsible Black fathers as opposed to a
deficit-based model and invites more research on Black fathers 'doing the well' for Black families and
children. Comprehensive, largely qualitative snapshots provide the diverse picture of what fathering in Black
communities looks like.

(Bette Dickerson, American University, and past president of the Association of Black Sociologists)

About the Author

Roberta L. Coles is associate professor of sociology in the Department of Social and Cultural Sciences at
Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where she teaches courses on family, race and ethnicity, and
social inequality. She is the author of Race and Family and Best Kept Secret: Black Single Custodial
Fathers. Her publications have appeared in the Sociological Quarterly, The Sociological Review, Journal of
Contemporary Ethnography, Journal of Aging Studies, Sociology of Religion, and The Western Journal of
Black Studies.

Charles Green is professor of sociology in the Department of Sociology at Hunter College (CUNY) and also
teaches in the Ph.D. sociology program at the CUNY Graduate School and University Center. His published
works have focused on race and ethnic relations, urban politics, Caribbean migration, and issues in
comparative urban development. He is the coauthor of The Struggle for Black Empowerment in New York
City: Beyond the Politics of Pigmentation and editor of Globalization and Survival in the Black Diaspora:
The New Urban Challenge. His most recent work is Manufacturing Powerlessness in the Black Diaspora.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deanna Nance:

The ability that you get from The Myth of the Missing Black Father: The Persistence of Black Fatherhood in
America could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Myth of the Missing
Black Father: The Persistence of Black Fatherhood in America giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having that The Myth of the Missing Black Father: The Persistence of Black Fatherhood
in America instantly.



Brenda Carey:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Myth of the Missing Black Father: The Persistence of Black
Fatherhood in America as your daily resource information.

Kathryn Botello:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Myth of the
Missing Black Father: The Persistence of Black Fatherhood in America suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Myth of the Missing Black Father: The
Persistence of Black Fatherhood in Americais the main of several books that everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Fred Peterson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Myth of the Missing Black Father: The Persistence of Black Fatherhood in America your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The The Myth of the Missing Black
Father: The Persistence of Black Fatherhood in America giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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