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First published in 1930, Siegfried Kracauer’s work was greeted with great
acclaim and soon attained the status of a classic. The object of his inquiry was the
new class of salaried employees who populated the cities of Weimar Germany.

Spiritually homeless, divorced from all custom and tradition, these white-collar
workers sought refuge in entertainment—or the “distraction industries,” as
Kracauer put it—but, only three years later, were to flee into the arms of Adolf
Hitler. Eschewing the instruments of traditional sociological scholarship, but
without collapsing into mere journalistic reportage, Kracauer explores the
contradictions of this caste. Drawing on conversations, newspapers, adverts and
personal correspondence, he charts the bland horror of the everyday. In the
process he succeeds in writing not just a prescient account of the declining days
of the Weimar Republic, but also a path-breaking exercise in the sociology of
culture which has sharp relevance for today.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Well before the current vogue of cultural studies, Siegfried Kracauer pioneered a method of ethnographic
critique that allowed him to reveal his society's deepest secrets by decoding its surface manifestations.
Perhaps its most stunning fruit was his classic study of the spiritual and material crisis of Weimar Republic's
salaried employees, now happily available in English for the first time. It was this work that earned Kracauer
the celebrated sobriquet "a ragpicker at daybreak" from his friend Walter Benjamin, who may have been
wrong about the revolutionary day he thought was dawning, but who correctly saw the value in sifting
through the remains of the long night that came before and was, alas, to darken still further in the years to
come." - Martin Jay

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

About the Author
Siegfried Kracauer (1889–1966) was one of Germany’s leading cultural commentators and essayists.

Quintin Hoare is the director of the Bosnian Institute and has translated numerous works by Sartre, Antonio
Gramsci, and other French authors. He lives in the United Kingdom.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joe Stearns:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Salaried Masses: Duty and Distraction in Weimar
Germany. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book The Salaried Masses: Duty and Distraction in Weimar Germany. You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Samuel Lashley:

This The Salaried Masses: Duty and Distraction in Weimar Germany book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This The Salaried Masses: Duty and Distraction in Weimar Germany without we
understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry The Salaried Masses: Duty and Distraction in Weimar Germany can bring if you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even



cell phone. This The Salaried Masses: Duty and Distraction in Weimar Germany having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Raymond Albanese:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Salaried Masses: Duty and Distraction in
Weimar Germany can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Salaried
Masses: Duty and Distraction in Weimar Germany.

Christine Mata:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book The
Salaried Masses: Duty and Distraction in Weimar Germany we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book The Salaried Masses: Duty and
Distraction in Weimar Germany. You can more pleasing than now.
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