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Human language is a weird communication system: it has more in common with
birdsong than with the calls of other primates. Jean Aitchison explores the origins
of human language and how it has evolved. She likens the search to a vast
prehistoric jigsaw puzzle, in which numerous fragments of evidence must be
assembled. Such evidence is pieced together from a mixture of linguistic and
nonlinguistic sources such as evolution theory, archaeology, psychology, and
anthropology. This is an accessible and wide-ranging introduction to the origins
and evolution of human language.
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Editorial Review

Review
'We must be grateful to Jean Aitchison for so very readably assembling a good deal of recent work that
might seem to hint at how language began ... liberally peppered with fetching quotations from all manner of
sources, ranging from the cartoon character Charlie Brown through Lewis Carroll to Jonathan Swift's
satirical novel Gulliver's Travels ... the author goes out of her way to offer a restful read to all comers.' The
Times

'... communicate[s] often quite complex ideas about language in a straightforward, intelligible, and often
witty way ... can be recommended to anyone with a curiosity about their language, where it came from, and
how it reached its present state.' Child Language Teaching and Therapy

'She [Aitchison] carries her learning lightly and writes in a most comprehensible and often amusing way ... I
wished I had been able to ask the many questions that the book raised in my mind but that is an indication of
Professor Aitchison's ability to make the reader think.' The Expository Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Seeds of Speech: Language Origin and Evolution
(Canto) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Alan Levin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Seeds of
Speech: Language Origin and Evolution (Canto), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.



Steven Strong:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Seeds of Speech: Language Origin and Evolution (Canto) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get previous to. The The Seeds of Speech: Language Origin and Evolution
(Canto) giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Gretchen Clark:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Seeds of Speech: Language Origin and Evolution (Canto) will give you a new
experience in examining a book.
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