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Fort Sumter hunkered on the horizon like a low, squat line separating Charleston
Harbor from the open ocean. The manmade fort sat poised on the border of more
than South Carolina and the sea. Occupied in April 1861 by the United States
government but under siege by secessionist storm clouds from across the South,
it ran like a line between Federal authority and state control; between North and
South; between peace and war. “In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-
countrymen, and not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war,” President
Lincoln had warned secessionist firebrands during his first inaugural address. But
South Carolina, the hottest of secessionist hotbeds, wasn’t listening. Southern
political brinksmanship was pushing toward inevitable, calamitous war. Fort
Sumter had become the flashpoint. At 4:30 a.m. on Friday, April 12, 1861,
Confederate batteries opened fire. Thirty-four hours later, with their supplies
running low but their honor satisfied, Federal forces lowered their tattered flag.
The only casualty?an accidental death?came after the surrender. It was otherwise
a bloodless first battle to the bloodiest four years in American history. But those
fateful first shots of the Civil War?certainly the war’s most famous?marked only
the first of many chapters for Sumter. Over the next four years, the fort and the
harbor it protected weathered the storms of war: bombardments and blockades;
the launch and loss of the Confederate submarine Hunley; the assault on Battery
Wagner, on adjacent Morris Island, by the famed 54th Massachusetts Infantry;
and Sherman’s march to the sea. Thunder in the Harbor recounts Fort Sumter’s
storied history in the engaging prose that has become the hallmark of the
Emerging Civil War Series. Supplemented with more than a hundred historical
photos and illustrations, captivating contemporary photography, and detailed
maps, Thunder in the Harbor gives readers a behind-the-scenes look inside one of
America’s most iconic places.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Chris Mackowski, Ph.D., is a professor in the School of Journalism and Mass Communication at St.
Bonaventure University in Allegany, New York, and also works with the National Park Service at
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park, which includes the Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville, Wilderness, and Spotsylvania battlefields. He has published extensively on the Civil War
and is the co-founder of the blog Emerging Civil War (www.emergingcivilwar.com).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must
answer that question because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Thunder in the
Harbor: Fort Sumter, Charleston, and the American Civil War (Emerging Civil War Series) to read.

George Clark:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Thunder in the Harbor: Fort Sumter,
Charleston, and the American Civil War (Emerging Civil War Series) book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Marlon Taylor:

The experience that you get from Thunder in the Harbor: Fort Sumter, Charleston, and the American Civil
War (Emerging Civil War Series) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Thunder in the
Harbor: Fort Sumter, Charleston, and the American Civil War (Emerging Civil War Series) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Thunder in the Harbor: Fort



Sumter, Charleston, and the American Civil War (Emerging Civil War Series) instantly.

Susan Jun:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Thunder in the Harbor:
Fort Sumter, Charleston, and the American Civil War (Emerging Civil War Series) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Thunder
in the Harbor: Fort Sumter, Charleston, and the American Civil War (Emerging Civil War Series) become
your own personal starter.
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