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In this rare firsthand account, Lorna Rhodes takes us into a hidden world that lies
at the heart of the maximum security prison. Focusing on the
"supermaximums"—and the mental health units that complement them—Rhodes
conveys the internal contradictions of a system mandated to both punish and
treat. Her often harrowing, sometimes poignant, exploration of maximum
security confinement includes vivid testimony from prisoners and prison
workers, describes routines and practices inside prison walls, and takes a hard
look at the prison industry. More than an exposé, Total Confinement is a
theoretically sophisticated meditation on what incarceration tells us about who
we are as a society.

Rhodes tackles difficult questions about the extreme conditions of confinement,
the treatment of the mentally ill in prisons, and an ever-advancing technology of
isolation and surveillance. Using her superb interview skills and powers of
observation, she documents how prisoners, workers, and administrators all
struggle to retain dignity and a sense of self within maximum security
institutions. In settings that place in question the very humanity of those who live
and work in them, Rhodes discovers complex interactions—from the violent to
the tender—among prisoners and staff. Total Confinement offers an
indispensable close-up of the implications of our dependence on prisons to solve
long-standing problems of crime and injustice in the United States.
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In this rare firsthand account, Lorna Rhodes takes us into a hidden world that lies at the heart of the
maximum security prison. Focusing on the "supermaximums"—and the mental health units that complement
them—Rhodes conveys the internal contradictions of a system mandated to both punish and treat. Her often
harrowing, sometimes poignant, exploration of maximum security confinement includes vivid testimony
from prisoners and prison workers, describes routines and practices inside prison walls, and takes a hard look
at the prison industry. More than an exposé, Total Confinement is a theoretically sophisticated meditation on
what incarceration tells us about who we are as a society.

Rhodes tackles difficult questions about the extreme conditions of confinement, the treatment of the mentally
ill in prisons, and an ever-advancing technology of isolation and surveillance. Using her superb interview
skills and powers of observation, she documents how prisoners, workers, and administrators all struggle to
retain dignity and a sense of self within maximum security institutions. In settings that place in question the
very humanity of those who live and work in them, Rhodes discovers complex interactions—from the
violent to the tender—among prisoners and staff. Total Confinement offers an indispensable close-up of the
implications of our dependence on prisons to solve long-standing problems of crime and injustice in the
United States.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Ethnographically rich, thick with gritty details and original insights, Rhodes's revelatory book about US
prisons--those who are incarcerated in them and those who run them--should be read by everyone who cares
about social justice and the nature of power."—Emily Martin, author of Flexible Bodies

"Thank you, Lorna Rhodes, for taking us to where the 'worst of the worst' are kept out of sight and out of
mind in the new millennium. This powerful ethnography of the correctional high tech machine reveals how
institutional power suffocates individual agency and redefines rationality and insanity. Good, bad and evil
fall by the wayside."—Philippe Bourgois, author of In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio

"A truly remarkable book. The inside look at supermax confinement alone is worth the price of admission,
and the prose sometimes verges on poetry. This is meticulous scholarship."—Hans Toch, author of Living in
Prison

From the Back Cover
"Ethnographically rich, thick with gritty details and original insights, Rhodes's revelatory book about US
prisons--those who are incarcerated in them and those who run them--should be read by everyone who cares
about social justice and the nature of power."--Emily Martin, author of "Flexible Bodies

"Thank you, Lorna Rhodes, for taking us to where the 'worst of the worst' are kept out of sight and out of
mind in the new millennium. This powerful ethnography of the correctional high tech machine reveals how
institutional power suffocates individual agency and redefines rationality and insanity. Good, bad and evil
fall by the wayside."--Philippe Bourgois, author of "In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio

"A truly remarkable book. The inside look at supermax confinement alone is worth the price of admission,
and the prose sometimes verges on poetry. This is meticulous scholarship."--Hans Toch, author of "Living in
Prison"

About the Author

Lorna A. Rhodes, Professor of Anthropology at the University of Washington, is author of Emptying Beds:
The Work of an Emergency Psychiatric Unit (California, 1991).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Ponds:

The book Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison (California Series in
Public Anthropology) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in
the Maximum Security Prison (California Series in Public Anthropology) being your habit, you can get more



advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open and read a publication Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the
Maximum Security Prison (California Series in Public Anthropology). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Patsy Cassella:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison (California Series in
Public Anthropology) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Total
Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison (California Series in Public
Anthropology) giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Wesley Binns:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be examine. Total Confinement: Madness and Reason in the Maximum Security Prison (California Series in
Public Anthropology) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra
time problems.

Ruth Mullins:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Total Confinement: Madness and
Reason in the Maximum Security Prison (California Series in Public Anthropology) is simple to bring you
can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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