
1421: The Year China Discovered America

By Gavin Menzies

1421: The Year China Discovered America By Gavin Menzies

On March 8, 1421, the largest fleet the world had ever seen set sail from China to
"proceed all the way to the ends of the earth to collect tribute from the barbarians
beyond the seas." When the fleet returned home in October 1423, the emperor
had fallen, leaving China in political and economic chaos. The great ships were
left to rot at their moorings and the records of their journeys were destroyed. Lost
in the long, self-imposed isolation that followed was the knowledge that Chinese
ships had reached America seventy years before Columbus and had
circumnavigated the globe a century before Magellan. And they colonized
America before the Europeans, transplanting the principal economic crops that
have since fed and clothed the world.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A former submarine commander in Britain's Royal Navy, Menzies must enjoy doing battle. The amateur
historian's lightly footnoted, heavily speculative re-creation of little-known voyages made by Chinese ships
in the early 1400s goes far beyond what most experts in and outside of China are willing to assert and will
surely set tongues wagging. According to Menzies's brazen but dull account of the Middle Kingdom's
exploits at sea, Magellan, Dias, da Gama, Cabral and Cook only "discovered" lands the Chinese had already
visited, and they sailed with maps drawn from Chinese charts. Menzies alleges that the Chinese not only
discovered America, but also established colonies here long before Columbus set out to sea. Because China
burned the records of its historic expeditions led by Zheng He, the famed eunuch admiral and the focus of
this account, Menzies is forced to defend his argument by compiling a tedious package of circumstantial
evidence that ranges from reasonable to ridiculous. While the book does contain some compelling claims-for
example, that the Chinese were able to calculate longitude long before Western explorers-drawn from
Menzies's experiences at sea, his overall credibility is undermined by dubious research methods. In just one
instance, when confounded by the derivation of cryptic words on a Venetian map, Menzies first consults an
expert at crossword puzzles rather than an etymologist. Such an approach to scholarship, along with a
promise of more proof to come in the paperback edition, casts a shadow of doubt over Menzies's discoveries.
32 pages of color illus., 27 maps and diagrams. Book-of-the-Month Club alternate.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Menzies makes the fascinating argument that the Chinese discovered the Americas a full 70 years before
Columbus. Not only did the Chinese discover America first, but they also, according to the author,
established a number of subsequently lost colonies in the Caribbean. Furthermore, he asserts that the Chinese
circumnavigated the globe, desalinated water, and perfected the art of cartography. In fact, he believes that
most of the renowned European explorers actually sailed with maps charted by the Chinese. Though most
historical records were destroyed during centuries of turmoil in the Far East, he manages to cobble together
some feasible evidence supporting his controversial conclusions. Sure to cause a stir among historians, this
questionable tale of adventure on the high seas will be hotly debated in academic circles. Margaret Flanagan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Menzies’ enthusiasm is infectious and his energy boundless. He has raised important questions and
marshaled some fascinating information.” (Toronto Globe and Mail)

“Captivating . . . a historical detective story . . . that adds to our knowledge of the world, past and present.”
(Daily News)

“<1421> is likely to be the most fascinating read of 2003.” (UPI)

“No matter what you think of Menzies’s theories, his enthusiasm is infectious.” (Christian Science Monitor)

“What you’ve done, brilliantly, is to raise many questions that people are debating.” (Diane Rehm, The
Diane Rehm Show)

“[Menzies] makes history sound like pure fun...a seductive read.” (New York Times Magazine)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Blanche Ball:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled 1421: The Year China Discovered America. Try to make the book
1421: The Year China Discovered America as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Natalia Burton:

The book 1421: The Year China Discovered America give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book 1421: The Year
China Discovered America to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like wide open and read a guide 1421: The Year China Discovered America. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

John Merritt:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take 1421: The Year China Discovered
America as your daily resource information.

Diana Keller:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve 1421: The Year China Discovered America was filled in relation
to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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