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In this new and brilliantly organized book of essays, Anthony Giddens discusses
three main theoretical traditions in social science that cut across the division
between Marxist and non-Marxist sociology: interpretive sociology,
functionalism, and structuralism.

Beginning with a critical examination of the importance of structuralism for
contemporary sociology, the author develops a comprehensive account of what
he calls "the theory of structuration." One of the main themes is that social theory
must recognize, as it has not done hitherto, that all social actors are
knowledgeable about the social systems they produce and reproduce in their
conduct. In order to grasp the significance of this, he argues, we have to
reconsider some of the most basic concepts in sociology.

In particular, Giddens argues, it is essential to recognize the significance of time-
space relations in social theory. He rejects the distinction between synchrony and
diachrony, or statics and dynamics, involved in both structuralism and
functionalism, and offers extensive critical commentary on the latter as an
approach to sociology.

The book, which can be described as a "non-functionalist manifesto," breaks with
the three main theoretical traditions in the social sciences today while retaining
the significant contributions each contains. In so doing Giddens discusses a range
of fundamental problem areas in the social sciences: power and domination,
conflict and contradiction, and social transformation. He concludes with an
overall appraisal of the key problems in social theory today.
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traditions in social science that cut across the division between Marxist and non-Marxist sociology:
interpretive sociology, functionalism, and structuralism.

Beginning with a critical examination of the importance of structuralism for contemporary sociology, the
author develops a comprehensive account of what he calls "the theory of structuration." One of the main
themes is that social theory must recognize, as it has not done hitherto, that all social actors are
knowledgeable about the social systems they produce and reproduce in their conduct. In order to grasp the
significance of this, he argues, we have to reconsider some of the most basic concepts in sociology.

In particular, Giddens argues, it is essential to recognize the significance of time-space relations in social
theory. He rejects the distinction between synchrony and diachrony, or statics and dynamics, involved in
both structuralism and functionalism, and offers extensive critical commentary on the latter as an approach to
sociology.

The book, which can be described as a "non-functionalist manifesto," breaks with the three main theoretical
traditions in the social sciences today while retaining the significant contributions each contains. In so doing
Giddens discusses a range of fundamental problem areas in the social sciences: power and domination,
conflict and contradiction, and social transformation. He concludes with an overall appraisal of the key
problems in social theory today.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"One of the most creative among the younger generation of critical social theorists, Giddens stands alone in
his concern for the classical tradition on sociology; but he also makes brilliant use of the latest philosophical
and theoretical work of several contemporary schools and disciplines. A very important book for all of social
science."—Jeffrey C. Alexander

From the Back Cover
In this new and brilliantly original book of essays, Anthony Giddens discusses three main theoretical
traditions in social science that cut across the division between Marxist and non-Marxist sociology:
interpretive sociology, functionalism, and structuralism.

About the Author

Anthony Giddens is a Fellow of King's College and Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Cambridge.
He is the author of numerous books on social theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Hall:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Central Problems in Social Theory:
Action, Structure, and Contradiction in Social Analysis to read.

Alberta Keyes:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Central Problems in Social Theory: Action, Structure,
and Contradiction in Social Analysis, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.



Terry Speller:

Beside this Central Problems in Social Theory: Action, Structure, and Contradiction in Social Analysis in
your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Central Problems in Social Theory: Action,
Structure, and Contradiction in Social Analysis because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from now!

William Levitt:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Central Problems in Social Theory: Action, Structure,
and Contradiction in Social Analysis can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Central Problems in Social Theory: Action, Structure, and Contradiction in Social
Analysis.
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